
For videos, study guides and other resources, visit Thirdmill at thirdmill.org. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 Leader Training 

Who can teach a  
Thirdmill class? 

2 

Thirdmill  

Manuscript 



i 

For videos, lesson guides and other resources, visit Thirdmill at thirdmill.org. 

 

© 2019 by Third Millennium Ministries 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any 
means for profit, except in brief quotations for the purposes of review, comment, or 
scholarship, without written permission from the publisher, Third Millennium Ministries, 
Inc., 316 Live Oaks Blvd., Casselberry, Florida 32707. 

 

 

ABOUT THIRDMILL 

Founded in 1997, Thirdmill is a non-profit Evangelical Christian ministry 
dedicated to providing:  

Biblical Education. For the World. For Free. 

Our goal is to offer free Christian education to hundreds of thousands of pastors 
and Christian leaders around the world who lack sufficient training for ministry. 
We are meeting this goal by producing and globally distributing an unparalleled 
multimedia seminary curriculum in English, Arabic, Mandarin, Russian, and 
Spanish. Our curriculum is also being translated into more than a dozen other 
languages through our partner ministries. The curriculum consists of graphic-
driven videos, printed instruction, and internet resources. It is designed to be 
used by schools, groups, and individuals, both online and in learning 
communities. 

Over the years, we have developed a highly cost-effective method of producing 
award-winning multimedia lessons of the finest content and quality. Our writers 
and editors are theologically-trained educators, our translators are theologically-
astute native speakers of their target languages, and our lessons contain the 
insights of hundreds of respected seminary professors and pastors from around 
the world. In addition, our graphic designers, illustrators, and producers adhere 
to the highest production standards using state-of-the-art equipment and 
techniques.  

In order to accomplish our distribution goals, Thirdmill has forged strategic 
partnerships with churches, seminaries, Bible schools, missionaries, Christian 
broadcasters and satellite television providers, and other organizations. These 
relationships have already resulted in the distribution of countless video lessons 
to indigenous leaders, pastors, and seminary students. Our websites also serve 
as avenues of distribution and provide additional materials to supplement our 
lessons, including materials on how to start your own learning community.  

Thirdmill is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) corporation. We depend on the 
generous, tax-deductible contributions of churches, foundations, businesses, 
and individuals. For more information about our ministry, and to learn how you 
can get involved, please visit www.thirdmill.org. 

http://www.thirdmill.org/
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Who can teach a Thirdmill class? 

 
We’ve found that many people wonder who can teach a Thirdmill class. What qualifies 

someone to teach? When we hear this question, we usually answer in two ways: What 

kinds of preparation should teachers have? And what kinds of approval should they 

receive? When taking on the task of leading a Thirdmill class, make sure that you prepare 

by focusing on three aspects of who you are: your head, hands and heart.  

In the first place, you must use your head to gain knowledge — knowledge of what 

you’re going to teach. The last thing you want to do is to try to teach Thirdmill classes 

without knowing the subject you’re going to focus on in your class. Sometimes, 

Thirdmill teachers like to study our lessons on their own. They simply get their hands on 

the Thirdmill resources and learn all they can. But when possible, it’s always better to 

prepare for your classes by consulting with other teachers, even if it’s online or by phone. 

It’s always good to test your ideas and plans by sharing them with others. In some 

countries, Thirdmill periodically holds a live “teacher training event.” And these lessons 

you’re going through right now can help in many ways as well. When your students 

know that you’ve worked hard to prepare for them, it will give them more confidence in 

you.  

 
Alexander B., Central Asia (translation) 

Theological ideas that Thirdmill teaches helped me to become 

confident in my ministry, in what I do, in what I will teach in the 

future. It was extremely helpful and it influenced my students in the 

exact same way because students copy their teachers. And it’s very 

important in the process of learning. It’s important to understand 

what you believe in and where you’re going. You’re responsible not 

only for yourself but for the people whom you lead, and where you 

will direct them. It has helped all of us because we are one team. And 

all of us need to understand where we’re going. So Thirdmill is 

tremendous help in this task.  

 
Often, teachers assume they’re prepared simply because they know a lot about their 

subject. They may even have certificates and degrees in theology. This kind of 

preparation is certainly helpful, but it’s not enough simply to think correctly about 

theological concepts. Teachers also must prepare their hands and heart, as they lead their 

learning communities. The truths of God’s Word must be translated into proper actions 

and attitudes as well.  
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Rev. Hutch Garmany, Grace Community, Trenton, GA 

Theology is not just simply head knowledge. Theology is a knowledge 

that actually informs both our hearts and our lives. And so, if 

someone has knowledge, if they have biblical or theological 

knowledge, and yet it’s not impacting their life — that is, the way that 

they treat people; that is, the way that they live; that is, the way that 

they serve God in their life — then they don’t have good theology. 

 
As we’re going to explain later, teaching Thirdmill classes involves mentoring and 

leading students in their personal lives and in their ministries to others. Teachers are 

models for students. So, they need to pay attention to all three aspects of who they are. 

By all means, study the material, gain knowledge of our lessons, but also examine your 

actions and emotions, especially in your ministry to others and your personal life. 

Thirdmill teachers need to be faithful followers of Christ, people of solid Christian 

character who lead by example. Otherwise, you’re likely to be ineffective, or even 

harmful to your students.  

 
Dr. Jonathan D. Worthington, Training Leaders International  

For learning to be truly effective, especially in theological education 

but really in anything, even math, medicine, the learning needs to 

engage every part of the person. We’re not just walking brains. We 

have hearts, affections, emotions. We have behaviors, skills that need 

to be connected to what we’re learning in our head. And so, for 

learning to truly go deep and transform a person, it needs to affect the 

head, the heart and the hands. And the first thing that would be 

helpful for educators to really embrace transformational theological 

education is simply to be convinced of this fully. 

 
Often when people ask, “Who can teach Thirdmill classes?” they also want to know if 

they need some kind of approval before they teach. If you’re teaching an informal group, 

you don’t need any kind of approval to teach Thirdmill classes. Of course, it’s usually 

better to get approval from your church leaders before you start teaching. But remember 

that if you’re teaching a class that is endorsed by your church, you’ll want to receive 

permission from the church to teach.  

And keep this in mind: if you’re planning for your students to participate in a school 

program that receives government accreditation, it’s very important to make sure that 

you’ve communicated with that school or organization. Students seeking government 

accreditation must meet specific requirements. And as the group leader, you’ll need to 

make sure you’re aware of these requirements and that you have approval from the 

accrediting agency to lead your students through these courses.  


