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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

More Than
CONQUERORS
Dr. Richard L. Pratt, Jr.

FRIENDS, I WANT TO THANK YOU
for the many ways you’ve supported
Thirdmill throughout the past year. I
know that most of us, myself included,
have actually suffered severely during
this year. Some of you have lost
friends or loved ones. Maybe you’ve
lost a job, or your business has hit
hard times. Our churches have gone
through difficult times as well. What
could I possibly say to you that might
spark a sense of thankfulness?
I can remember how my grandfather
used to have each of us go around the
table and say just one thing we were
thankful for. Life as a child was so good
that that amounted to small, trivial
things like, “We won our baseball game
last week!” But in a year when life has
been so challenging, it may be hard for
us to give thanks.
When the COVID pandemic first
started, I referred the Thirdmill team to
Romans 8:35-37:
Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or danger, or sword? … No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.
The apostle Paul listed a lot of bad
things: tribulation, distress, persecution,
famine, nakedness, danger, sword… He
may as well have put in pandemic, economic trials, the loss of loved ones, difficulties in our churches. But he mentioned
these things for a very special reason.
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Paul knew that, often, we find ourselves believing that if these things are
happening to us, then somehow God is
not paying attention. Or God is not caring for us. And so, we ask the question,
“Can these things separate us from God?
From the love of God that is in Christ?”
Paul says: “No, impossible. In all these
things we are more than conquerors.”
That expression, “more than
conquerors,” in Greek, is hypernikáō.
It means “hyper-victorious.” Hyperconquerors, even super-conquerors.
In all these things, we are superconquerors through him who loved us.

This season, ask yourself, How
have I seen God work in ways that
he would not have worked, had it
not been for the pandemic?
But how do you get a sense in your
own mind and heart that, even in this
year, you have been a super-conqueror?
A victorious person? More than a conqueror, through Christ who loves us?
Here’s the answer: You are more than
a conqueror when you face all the trials
and troubles of this year and realize
that even in the midst of the greatest
problems, the Lord Jesus has worked
all things for good (Romans 8:28). And
he will work all things for good so that
we conquer even the greatest trials.

Even sickness. Even the death of a
loved one. Even a business that fails or
a job that is lost. When troubles come,
we can open our eyes to see how God
is working these things for our good,
giving us confidence, not just that we’ll
make it through, but that we are more
than conquerors through Christ.
This season, don’t deny the pain that
you’ve been through and the trials
you’ve experienced. But ask yourself
these questions: Can I name one or two
ways, even small ones, that I’ve seen
God take me through these troubles?
How have I seen God work in ways that
he would not have worked, had it not
been for the pandemic?
When you can see and name those
things, then you can realize that you
are a super-conqueror because of what
Christ has done for you.
And one day, when our King Jesus
returns, he will make all things new,
and he will have us rule with him over
the new creation. A creation without
troubles, without trials, without
pandemics. A creation that will be full
of joy and glory.
Friends, super-conquerors: let’s
rejoice in that.
DR. RICHARD L. PRATT, JR. is the
President & Co-Founder of Thirdmill.
Learn more about Dr. Pratt online at:
thirdmill.org/mission/prattBio.asp.
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1.2 MILLION & GROWING: As this map indicates, the number of reported students over the last 11 years has surpassed 1.2 million.

Thirdmill Global Network

Momentum Continues to
Build Globally
The launch of the Thirdmill Global Network
has drastically increased our reach in
providing Biblical Education. For the
World. For Free. Milestones include:
• A quarter-million new reported
students began studying God’s Word
through Thirdmill materials over the
past year.
• We have begun translation work
in seven additional languages:
Vietnamese, Tamil, Urdu, Burmese,
Thai, Bengali, and Nepali.
• Every day, on average, 663 Bible
study lessons are downloaded by
people in China. These students
are motivated, engaged, and taking
personal risks to obtain accurate,
free Bible studies.
• This month, conversations began
with a church leader in Togo, West
Africa, who wants to train 50,000
pastors over the next five years.
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LOOKING BACK, LOOKING AHEAD: A Thirdmill classroom in Ukraine (taken
pre-COVID). The demand for Thirdmill courses is accelerating, despite the pandemic.

“Today, our Thirdmill Curriculum
arrived in Nigeria. You can only
imagine the excitement when I
received the flash drives all the way
from the USA. The amazing thing is
that all the drives had been paid for, so
we are able to distribute them for free!”
EMEKA OGBUJU, Bible Life School, Nigeria
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A Heart for AFRICA
Al Hawthorne knew he was
taking a risk. But he also
knew God was in control.
Traveling with Thirdmill’s Regional Director
for the Sub-Saharan Africa & Middle East
North Africa (MENA) Regions
“CLEARED TO GO WITH CAUTION,”
the text read. “Pray for my heart to last
the trip … God is in control.”

The message, dashed off 10 hours
before his midnight flight, came
from Thirdmill Regional Director Al
Hawthorne, who had just been cleared
for travel by his cardiologist. “I had
a heart scan on Tuesday,” Al shared
earlier that day in an interview from
his California home, where he was
making final preparations for a monthlong trip to Rwanda and Ethiopia. “I
told my doctor, ‘Unless you tell me
that you’re absolutely sure I’m going
to die if I go, I’m going.’” When his
doctor replied that everyone’s going
to die eventually, Al perked up. “Yes,”
he said, “that’s exactly my philosophy.
Nobody gets out alive. So you’ve got
to be more bold about living.”
Having suffered a massive heart
attack in March 2020, Al knew he was
taking a risk by traveling so far, for
so long, away from the security of
home. But Al has never been one to
play it safe. In 2009, after 30 years in
the construction industry, Al closed
his national construction company,
sold his custom home, and moved to
Ethiopia to serve in full-time missions
with his wife, Katherine. What
followed were 11 years of service with
an international missions organization
before joining Thirdmill in 2020.
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Al and his wife, Katherine, began
serving together in missions
when they married 28 years ago.

“It’s interesting how the Lord works,”
Al shared, reflecting on his entry into
the mission field. “Katherine and I
got involved in missions 28 years ago,
when we got married, and we went
to Mexico every year for a short-term
missions trip… Then to El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala.
We enjoyed it. We loved the people.”
After accompanying a missionary to
Romania, Moldova, and Ukraine, Al
accepted an invitation to serve on a
short-term trip to Nigeria, where he
discovered a love for Africa. “Then
in 2006, my wife and I got invited to
spend three weeks in Uganda. We
were doing some construction, some
ministry with children, and we both
said, ‘Wow! We could do this here!’”
An English-speaking country, Uganda
held particular appeal.
Yet when the time came to move
in 2009, “the only opportunity that
came up was a construction project
in Ethiopia,” Al recalled. “We thought,
‘Well, that’s kind of close to Uganda!’

MAKING CONNECTIONS: On his
recent trip, Al presented the Thirdmill
curriculum to the Minister of Education
for Rwanda, Dr. Valentine Uwamariya.
He also had the opportunity to give an
hour-long presentation on Thirdmill’s
educational model and materials.
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We really felt like the Lord laid it on us
to go to Africa.” Over the years, Al has
traveled to 43 of the 54 countries in
Africa, plus “maybe a dozen countries
in Eurasia.” He has traveled through
conflict zones, eaten camel meat in
Somalia, and spent 10 hours in jail in
Algeria. While in Ethiopia, Al started an
online seminary program and earned
his Master’s degree in Christian Global
Leadership in 2015. He is now pursuing
a Doctor of Ministry. “I’ve had a busy
life,” he said.
Al and Katherine moved back to
the U.S. in 2015 to be close to family,
particularly their “grandboys,” whom
he calls “the love of our lives.” “With
my regional role I was traveling all
over the continent and Katherine said,
‘You know, you could do this same
job from California—you just have a
longer commute to work,’” he shared,
laughing. “So now, it takes me two days
to go to work. Overnight to Washington,
D.C., then on to Ethiopia.”
Looking back, Al recalls their years
in Africa with affection. “We loved it,” he
said. “We love Ethiopia, love the people
there. My strong feelings for them
and what they’re doing and how they
minister to their people… That’s the
other thing I love.”
As Thirdmill’s Regional Director for
the Sub-Saharan Africa and Middle East
North Africa (MENA) regions, Al has an
opportunity to continue the relationships
he built over the last decade. “The cool
thing about moving to Thirdmill is that
I’m reconnecting with all these people
I used to connect with all the time,”
he said. “For the last 11 years I was
supporting Bible translation—I believe
having a Bible in your heart language is
critical—and now I can say, ‘Well, we’ve
worked to get you a New Testament,
but what are you going to do with it?
And how do you know what to do with
it?’ Thirdmill, in my mind, is that next
step. Now they’ve got the Word, now
they can apply it, but they need to be
able to apply it with biblical knowledge
and principles. I love Thirdmill material
because it does just that.
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“I’m dealing with pastors who
love their country and want to teach
and lead their people in a good
ministerial way,” he continued. “They
are hampered because most of them
don’t get to go to seminary. Most of
them don’t have deep theological
backgrounds and teaching. A lot of
them, for a long time, didn’t even have
a complete New Testament. They might
have had a book or two torn out of a
Bible or shared by another person. Now
they have the Bible, and they need to
know how to apply it.”

“I told my doctor...
‘Nobody gets out alive.
So you’ve got to be
more bold about living.’”
Al’s passion for training ministry
leaders keeps him coming back, despite
the physical toll of international
travel. His recent trip to Rwanda

included a meeting with the Minister of
Education, where he gave an hour-long
presentation on Thirdmill’s educational
model and materials, and a meeting at
a women’s prison, where officials want
to begin a Thirdmill training program
for prisoners—many of whom came
to Christ while incarcerated for crimes
of genocide. Al also met with partner
churches and ministries in Rwanda and
Ethiopia, conducting trainings with
key leaders. When planning his trip, Al
shared, “I’m taking a few extra days
in Ethiopia… Last time I pushed too
hard and got sick. I used to travel about
every two months; my average for five
years running was 160 to 170 days a
year out of the U.S. I filled those times
extremely full. Here I’m only going to be
gone 30 days!”
Now back in the U.S. with Katherine,
his adult kids, and the grandboys, Al is
making plans for another trip to Africa
in December, where he hopes to train
more leaders as the ministry grows
and multiplies. His heart, with its many
labors, continues to last just fine.
Cleared to go, with prayer.

TRAINING THE TRAINERS: In Ethiopia, Al shared Thirdmill with a group of
pastors and leaders from Pentecostal Theological College in Addis Ababa. “[I] love
Ethiopia, love the people there,” he shared. “My strong feelings for them and what
they’re doing and how they minister to their people… That’s the other thing I love.”
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BULLETIN BOARD

Want the latest Thirdmill news? Follow us on Facebook
(ThirdMillennium) and Instagram (@thirdmill)!

Thirdmill News & Events
NEW PARTNERSHIPS
FORMING IN DALLAS:

SEMINARY WORKSHOP: Thirdmill Seminary hosted a fall
workshop in Miami on “Interpreting and Teaching the Bible.”
Here, Carmen Brumley from Miami Baptist Church translates
the lecture in real-time for Spanish-speaking participants.

GLOBAL LANGUAGES: The language team finished the final
review of Thirdmill’s project database, tracking the progress of
119 lessons in 27 series being translated into over 30 languages
in 4 formats. Over 41,000 deliverables being tracked!

Thirdmill hosted two events
for pastors and church
leaders in Dallas, TX, last
month. More than 60 people
attended, representing 10
churches from multiple
denominations in the area.
New relationships are being
built and strengthened with
ministry leaders in Dallas
who could be served and
enriched by Thirdmill.

CURRICULUM UPDATE: One of our most popular and newly
redesigned courses, The Heart of Paul’s Theology, is now available!
Coming up next: Paul’s Prison Epistles & Making Biblical Decisions.

THIRDMILL INTERVIEW
TEAM ON THE ROAD:
Our interview team spent
a week on the road filming
content for Thirdmill courses.
Stops included visits with
Wesley Biblical Seminary,
Reformed Theological
Seminary (Jackson, MS),
Briarwood PCA, and
Birmingham Theological
Seminary (Birmingham, AL).
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HONORING DR. CHEN: In October, members of the Thirdmill
team gathered to honor Dr. Biao Chen (fourth from right), Regional
Director for East Asia, as he received a Distinguished Alumni Award
from Reformed Theological Seminary. Congratulations, Dr. Chen!.
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Staff Spotlight:
Advancement & Generosity

Testimonies from Our Partners All Over the World

Stories from the Field

JILL WILSON, Grant Specialist &
Advancement Coordinator, lives atop
Lookout Mountain with her husband,
Josh; son, Webb; and dog, Weller. During
her 10-year career in public education,
Jill developed a zest for literacy and
knowledge. After getting her Master’s
degree at Maryville University of St. Louis,
she realized her passion for empowering
people of all nations to have access
to education and the Word of God. Jill
can’t wait to see how the Lord uses her
experiences to support worldwide, free
biblical education.

MOLLY JARVIS, an Orlando native,
serves as the Advancement & Generosity
Coordinator. Prior to Thirdmill, Molly
studied music at William Carey University
and served as the music director for
several churches in the Orlando area.
Molly has always had a heart for missions
and is excited to serve the Kingdom in a
new and unique way through Thirdmill.
In her free time, Molly enjoys performing
for local theatre companies and spending
time with her two nieces.
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“I have been able to understand the depths of the Word of God and
it motivates me, strengthens me, gives me hope, increases my faith,
and makes me share with others.”
THIRDMILL STUDENT, ECUADOR

“I am a new believer in Shenzhen,
China. I found out about your
website through an American pastor.
I have watched your videos and
hope I can download them to my
computer and watch them slowly.
“I [also] hope that I can influence
more people around me,
including those who have not
yet believed in the Lord, to watch
your video together to gain a
deeper understanding of God’s
omnipotence and the truth of
the Bible. May the Lord grant me
stronger power and confidence to
let Jesus Christ enter the hearts of
more people.”
THIRDMILL STUDENT, CHINA

“I am the pastor of a church
and the Academic Dean in a
Bible College in Northwest
Myanmar. Besides pastoring
my church, I am convinced
that God has called me to
train existing pastors and
potential pastors, evangelists,
and native missionaries.
“I took a look at the teaching
materials on your website
and YouTube channel and I
found them down-to-earth
and helpful. Thank you for
your efforts to bring biblical
education to many nations,
free of charge. God bless.”
MATTHEW, MYANMAR
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316 Live Oaks Blvd.
Casselberry, FL 32707-3867

Join us in equipping pastors and
church leaders around the globe
with sound biblical education!
To give to Thirdmill, scan the QR
code below or visit:
tmm.convio.net/Newsletter

Biblical Education.
For the World.
For Free.
At Thirdmill, we believe that every Christian deserves a well-trained pastor.
Since 1997, Thirdmill has produced more than 27 globally accessible seminarylevel courses, featuring over 400 international professors, in 22 major languages.
By God’s grace, we are making sound biblical and theological education
available for free to pastors all over the world, equipping over a million Christian
leaders with the truths of Scripture. Thank you for supporting this ministry!

