Biblical Perspectives Magazine Volume 22, Number 35, August 23 to August 29, 2020

Studies on Saving Faith
Part 4 – Its Fruits

By A.W. Pink
Part 1 - Signs of the Times
Part 2 - Saving Faith
1 - Its Counterfeits
2 - Its Nature
3 - Its Difficulty
4 - Its Communication
5 - Its Evidences
Part 3 - Coming to Christ
6 - Obstacles in Coming to Christ
Wherein Lies the Total Inability Of the Natural Man?
7 - coming to Christ With Our Understanding
8 - Coming to Christ With Our Affections
9 - Coming to Christ With Our the Will
10 - Tests
Part 4 - Assurance
11 - Introduction
12 - Its Nature
13 - Its Basis
14 - Its Attainment
15 - Its Subjects
16 - Its Hindrances
17 - Its Maintenance
18 - Its Fruits
19 - Dialogue 1
20 - Dialogue 2
21 - Dialogue 3
22 - Dialogue 4

Part 4
Chapter 18 – ITS FRUITS
Holy assurance delivers from those doubts and fears which rob many a Christian
of his legitimate joy in the Lord. This is clear from the contrast presented in
Romans 8:15,
"For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba Father."
Suspense is bad enough in any of our concerns, but most of all in connection
with our eternal interests. But true assurance sets us free from the painful
bondage of uncertainty, and even robs death of its terrors. It enables the soul to
say,
"I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation" (Isaiah 61:10).
Holy assurance produces patience in tribulation:
"And took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have
in heaven a better and an enduring substance" (Hebrews 10:34).
Where the heart is anchored in God, basking in the sunshine of His countenance,
the Christian will not be afraid of evil tidings, remains calm under bereavements,
is unmoved by persecutions.
"When I live in a settled and steadfast assurance about the state of my soul,
methinks I am as bold as a lion. I can laugh at all tribulation: no afflictions daunt
me. But when I am eclipsed in my comforts, I am of so fearful a spirit that I can
run into a very mouse-hole" (Latimer to Ridley, 1551).
Holy assurance results in a joy in God, which causes its possessor to despise
those vaporous pleasures after which the worldling so much dotes.
"Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the
labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation" (Habakkuk 3:17, 18).
"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election
sure... for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly (both now and
in the future) into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2
Peter 1:10, 11).

(The previous chapter really completed Mr. Pink’s present treatment of this
theme. He decided to further amplify one or two of the leading points with the
hope that some might be helped thereby. The following completes chapter 18.)
In view of the error which now so widely abounds, and the confusion which
beclouds so many minds, it is hardly to be expected that one can unlearn in a
few hours what he has been mistakenly receiving as God’s Truth for so many
years. Doubtless not a few of our readers wish they had the opportunity for a
personal conversation on the subject, so that they could state their difficulties and
ask questions on anything that is not yet clear to them. We have therefore
decided to write two further articles in the form of dialogues, introducing widely
different characters, who express a desire to discuss the subject.
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