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Doctrine of the Christian Life

Study Guide

John M. Frame

Chapter 1: Introduction

Key Terms

Perspectives
Normative perspective

Situational perspective

Existential perspective

Theology as application

Ethical conservatism

Ethical liberalism

Shammai

Hillel
Questions

1. Outline the main structure of the book and define the three parts. 


2. Outline the three parts of the treatise on ethics. 


3. “Servants of Jesus are people who have his commandments and keep them.” Explain the importance of this principle for ethics. 


4. “The purpose of Scripture itself is ethical.” Give biblical evidence. 

5. “In one sense, everything in the Bible is ethical.” Discuss the basis of this statement. 


6. “The study of ethics has an enormous importance for our witness to the world.” Explain and evaluate.  

7. “Christianity is a religious position and therefore should not be considered in discussions of politics, culture, and ethics.” Reply. 

8. “All ethics is religious.” Explain and evaluate. 

9. “Christian ethics should be consistently conservative.” Explain and evaluate. 

Chapter 2: An Ethical Glossary

Key Terms

Knowledge of God

Lordship

Doctrine

Sound doctrine

Theology

Ethics

Persons

Acts

Attitudes

Metaethics

Morality (Douma)

Morality (Frame)

Ethics de jure
Ethics de facto

Moral, ethical

Immoral

Amoral

Nonmoral

Moralistic

Value

Fact

Norm

Proposition

Virtue

Virtue ethics

Command ethics

Narrative ethics

Good

Moral goodness

Nonmoral goodness

Teleological goodness

Summum bonum

Right (two meanings)

Obligation

Duty

Ought

Immediate obligations

Individual vs. corporate 
obligations
Permission

General vs. specific 
obligations

Justice (general and specific 
meanings)

Questions
1. “Definitions are never matters of life and death.” Explain, evaluate. 

2. “The line between theory and practice is not sharp.” Explain, evaluate. 

3. How can we define ethics in distinctively Christian terms, when many great ethicists, like Aristotle, made no reference to the Christian revelation? 

4. “Ethics is not a branch of theology, but theology itself, the whole of theology, viewed in a certain way.” Explain, evaluate. 
5. If ethics and theology are the same, why should we have a special course on ethics in the seminary curriculum? 
6. Why can a rock not be a subject of ethical predication? Discuss. 

7. Why does Frame wish to avoid using the term moralistic? Discuss. 

8. “Statements of fact presuppose moral values.” How? 

9. “Moral evil can imperil teleological goodness.” How? Give an example. 

10. Show how teleological goodness is important to ethical decisions. 

11. What is the Christian’s summum bonum? 

12. “In one sense, right is correlative with obligation.” Explain, evaluate. 

13. “Obligations include their applications.” Give an example.

14. “When we are faced with a choice between two good things, we actually face two choices.” Explain.
15. “When I buy the cabbage I am carrying out a divine command.” How, if God has not commanded me to buy this particular cabbage? 

 16. “But an obligation must be carried out in some way, not neglected altogether. So although a specific application may be permitted rather than obligatory, we are obligated to choose one or more of those permitted alternatives.” Explain, evaluate.  
17. How do conservatives and liberals differ on the meaning of justice? Describe and defend your own position. 

Chapter 3: Ethics and Lordship

Key Terms

Lordship

Personal

Impersonalism

Holiness of God

Covenant

Suzerain

Vassal

Historical prologue

Stipulations

General stipulation

Love (in covenantal 
documents)

Specific stipulations

Sanctions

Lordship attributes

Control

Authority

Absolute authority

Presence

Theological virtues

Cardinal virtues

Faith

Hope

Love

Problem of the virtuous pagan

Necessary criteria

Sufficient criteria

Civic righteousness

Motive

Standard

Goal

History of redemption

Gratitude

Debtor’s ethic

Normative perspective

Situational perspective

Existential perspective

Consequentialist ethics
Teleological ethics

Questions

1. Why is Lordship important for ethics? 
2. “Modern secular thought is profoundly impersonalistic.” Explain, evaluate. 

3. Outline the structure of the suzerainty treaty and show why it is important to a definition of God’s lordship. 
4. Is the Decalogue a suzerainty treaty in its literary form? Outline its elements.
5. What does Frame consider to be “the heart of the covenantal relationship?” Discuss. 

6. List some Bible passages correlating God’s control, authority, and presence with his lordship. 

7. “God governs our ethical life by his lordship attributes.” Explain, evaluate. 
8. “Trust, obedience, and worship are the principal responses God desires.” Explain. 

9. Expound the goal, motive, and standard of ethics presented in the Westminster Confession. 
10. Frame says that Scripture motivates us to do good works in three ways. List these and evaluate this proposal. 

11. “God’s commandment is sufficient to place an ethical obligation upon us.” Explain, evaluate. 

12.  “Sometimes a writer will pit these types of ethics (command, narrative, virtue) against one another, designating one as superior to the others. I don’t see any biblical justification for that kind of argument.” Explain, evaluate. 

13. What things are important to the apostle Paul, over against circumcision or uncircumcision?

14. Show how the three perspectives function in the context of a counseling situation. How does each subject influence the other two? 

15. “Ethical judgment always involves the application of a ​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________ to a ​____________ by a ___________.” Explain. 

16. Why may the situational perspective be called a Christian teleological or consequentialist ethic?
17. “Each perspective includes the other two.” Explain, evaluate. 

18. If the three perspectives are ultimately identical, why do we need three? 

19. “Multi-perspectivalism is not relativism.” Why might some people think it is? How do you resolve the issue? 

20. Is triperspectivalism a departure from traditional Reformed ethics and theology? Why or why not? 

21. Is triperspectivalism useful in debates between Reformed and other theological traditions? 

Chapter 4: Christian and Non-Christian Ethics

Key Terms

Transcendence (biblical view)

Transcendence (nonbiblical 
view)

Immanence (biblical view)

Immanence (nonbiblical view)

Christian “irrationalism”

Christian “rationalism”

Non-Christian irrationalism

Non-Christian rationalism

Absoluteness of moral law

Relevance of moral law

Libertarianism

Objectivity

Inwardness

Humility

Hope

Freedom in society

Authority in society

Teleological principle

Deontological principle

Existential principle

Teleological ethics

Deontological ethics

Existential ethics
Questions

1. Describe the meaning of each point and line on Frame’s rectangular diagram. 

2. Show how views of transcendence and immanence lead to corresponding views of irrationalism and rationalism. 

3. Relate the distinction between rationalism and irrationalism to the dispute between modernists and postmodernists. 

4. Why does Van Til think that non-Christians are rationalists and irrationalists at the same time? What does he mean by this charge? 

5. Evaluate Frame’s use of Joseph Fletcher as an example of the rationalist-irrationalist dialectic. 

6. Show how divine sovereignty and human responsibility relate to one another in the rectangular diagram. Show from the diagram how this relationship can be distorted. 

7. Show how the rectangular diagram indicates the relation between freedom and authority in society. How do non-Christian thinkers confuse this relation?

8. Show how the three principles (teleological, deontological, existential) function harmoniously within a Christian ethic. 

9. Show how these principles function disharmoniously in non-Christian ethics. 

Chapter 5: Ethics and the Religions
Key Terms

Religion (Clouser)
Divine (Clouser)

Aseity

Ethics based on fate

Ethics based on self-realization

Ethics as law without gospel
Fate
Universal

Necessary

Obligatory

Naturalistic fallacy

Monism

Gnosticism

Detachment

Nirvana

mahayana
Questions

1. Explain Frame’s outline of the treatise on ethics. Why does he link methodology with the existential perspective? 

2. “Even atheistic religions and secular philosophies acknowledge the divine in Clouser’s sense.” Give some examples, and show the importance of this point. 

3. Show how the three major types of religious ethics line up with Frame’s three perspectives. 

4. “Fate, so far as anyone can observe it, is inconsistent.” Explain and evaluate as a critique of the ethics of fatalistic religions. 

5. Is it possible for fatalistic religions to discover ethical principles that are universal, necessary, and obligatory? Discuss. 

6. In Christian ethics, we reason from “God says x is wrong” to “x is wrong.” Is that an example of the naturalistic fallacy? Why or why not? 

7. Does fatalistic ethics appeal to a naturalistic fallacy? Why or why not? 

8. “The absolute moral standard must be an absolute person.” Why or why not? 

9. “The Bible is unique in teaching that the supreme moral authority is an absolute person.” Can you think of a counter-example? Argue the point. 

10. Show how fatalism is rationalist and irrationalist. 

11. Show how monism views transcendence and immanence.
12. “These forms of immanence and transcendence [in monist religions] collaborate to destroy any biblical notion of ethical responsibility.” How? 

13. “Thus monistic systems erase all three perspectives of ethics.” How? 

14. Should we be embarrassed to discover parallels between the ethical precepts of non-Christian religions and those of Scripture? Why or why not? 

15. What role does ethics play in monistic systems? Evaluate that role. 

16. “Gnosticism divided into two ethical camps.” Describe these, and show how that fact affects our evaluation of this approach. 
17. How should we evaluate religions such as Judaism and Islam that do apparently base their ethical teachings on the revelation of a personal god? 

18. “Islam is a Christian heresy.” Explain. Argue pro or con. 

19. “Nevertheless, there are significant parallels between fatalism and monism on the one hand, and Judaism, Islam, and liberalism, on the other.” Describe some of these and show their importance in the ethical debate.

20. Is it important that some purportedly theistic religions are religions of works-righteousness? How or why not? 

21. “Grace is only possible in a universe governed by an absolute person.” Why? Discuss. Why do impersonalist systems tend to be universalistic? 

Chapter 6: The Existential Tradition

Key Terms

Less explicitly religious ethics

Philosophy

Rational autonomy

Sophists

Later Wittgenstein

Logical positivism

Emotivism

Verification principle

Cognitive meaning

Existentialism

Essence

Existence

Pour soi

En soi
Mauvaise foi

Authentic existence

Inauthentic existence

Postmodernism

Grand narrative

Little narratives

Will to power

Questions

1. What is the major difference between Greek philosophy and wisdom literature? Between Greek philosophy and the wisdom literature of Scripture? 

2. According to many of the Greek philosophers, what is the most important reason why the human mind often errs? 

3. Why is it that non-Christian thinkers tend to lose the balance of the three perspectives? 

4. How did social and political changes contribute to the rise of the Sophists? To the rise of relativism? 

5. What is the “standard argument against relativism?” 
6. How does Socrates refute Thrasymachus’ view that justice is the interest of the stronger? 

7. “Man is the measure of all things.” Explain, evaluate. 

8. Describe the metaethical views of Hume and Rousseau. 

9. Describe and evaluate Marx’s views of ethical standards. How does your evaluation apply to Marx’s critique of Christianity? 

10. Same as 9, in regard to Nietzsche. 

11. Discuss the view of ethics in Wittgenstein’s Tractatus. Evaluate. Do the writings of the later Wittgenstein improve on his earlier position? Discuss. 

12. What is emotivism? Reply to it. 

13. Why is nonbeing important to human life, according to Sartre? How is it related to our freedom?
14. How does Sartre understand human responsibility? How does he argue for it? Evaluate. 

15. Evaluate Sartre’s ethical position. 

16. What are the implications of postmodernism for ethics? Evaluate these. Is it possible to have a well-grounded ethic apart from a grand narrative? 
Chapter 7: The Teleological Tradition

Key Terms

Teleological

Consequentialist

Cyrenaicism

Rational animal

Happiness (for Aristotle)

Moral virtues (Aristotle)

Intellectual virtues (Aristotle)

Philosophic wisdom (Aristotle)

Practical wisdom (Aristotle)

Utilitarianism

Hedonistic calculus

Principle of utility

Act utilitarianism

Rule utilitarianism

Swine trough objection

Henry Sidgwick

Self-realization (for Aristotle)

Self-realization (for Dewey)

Questions

1. “Moral goods are instruments to achieve nonmoral goods.” Explain, evaluate. 

2. Compare Cyrenaicism to the ethical approach of Epicurus. Evaluate both. 

3. Explain Aristotle’s doctrine of the “golden mean,” giving examples. Evaluate. 

4. In regard to Aristotle, “there is a question about how we can begin to acquire the moral virtues.” Explain that question and evaluate. 

5. Does Aristotle rely on the naturalistic fallacy? Explain. 

6. How does Mill’s position differ from Cyrenaicism? Epicureanism? The views of Bentham? 

7. Utilitarianism “fits especially well into the political culture of democracy.” How? Discuss. 

8. Evaluate utilitarianism as a theory of ethical choice. 

9. John Dewey “reveals some of the complications that in my view make impossible any hedonistic calculus.” Describe some of these, and why they complicate the business of ethical calculation. 
Chapter 8: The Deontological Tradition

Key Terms

Deontological

Forms

Ideas (Plato)

Form of the Good

Cynicism

Stoicism

Noumenal

Phenomenal

Thing in itself

Ding an sich
Good will (for Kant)

Hypothetical imperative

Categorical imperative

Philosophical idealism

Dialectic

Self-realization (for Bradley)

Good will (for Bradley)
Intuitionism
Open question argument
Questions

1. “Scripture does not agree with secular deontologism.” Explain briefly how. 

2. “In secular deontologism, there is a problem of identifying the content of ethical principles.” Explain.

3. Describe the argument of Plato’s Euthyphro and reply. Some have thought that it rules out the attempt to define goodness as the will of God. Comment. 

4. Plato taught that virtue is knowledge. Explain, evaluate.

5. Describe Plato’s ideal government and evaluate. 

6. How is Plato rationalist? Irrationalist? 

7. Describe Cynicism and respond. 

8. Describe Stoic ethics and how they arrived at their ethical conclusions.

9. “Kant’s distinction is almost opposite to Plato’s.” Explain. 

10. “Kant is a remarkably clear example of the rationalist-irrationalist dialectic.” Explain, evaluate. 

11. “The challenge for Kant is to find an impersonal source of ethical norms that contains specific content—what Plato’s Idea of the Good could not provide.” How does he seek to meet that challenge? Evaluate his attempt. 

12. How is Kant’s view of the good more personalistic than Plato’s? 

13. Kant thought that ethical principles must be necessary and universally binding. Explain, evaluate. 

14. How do we discover categorical imperatives, according to Kant? Evaluate his procedure.

15. Why should we keep our promises, according to Kant? Evaluate his argument. 

16. Does Kant avoid appealing to inclination or to consequences? Discuss. 

17. “Kant pushes human rational autonomy to new heights, in effect identifying the mind of man with the mind of God.” Give examples. Evaluate. 

18. “A good will does its duty only for duty’s sake.” Is this principle Scriptural? 

19. Show how Idealism is like and unlike Kant. 

20. How does Bradley suggest that we discover our duties? Evaluate. 

21. Why does Moore claim that goodness is indefinable? Evaluate his view. Can we define moral goodness as “what God approves?” despite Moore’s objections? 

22. Discuss Prichard’s objections to Moore’s metaethic. Was one of them right? More right than the other? 
23. “The non-Christian approach leads to the abandonment of ethics itself.” How? Evaluate. 

Chapter 9: The Organism of Revelation

Key Terms

Image of God

Imitatio Christi
The word through nature and 
history

The word through persons

The word written

General revelation

Existential revelation

Special revelation

Exemplarism

Divine voice

Word through prophets and 
apostles

Calvin’s “spectacles”
Questions

1. “There are words of God that are not in the Bible.” Where? 

2. “God’s very nature is normative.” Explain. 

3. Expound the ethical meaning of “light” in Scripture. 

4. “So human ethical responsibility is essentially this: the imitation of God.” Expound the biblical basis of this statement and evaluate. Distinguish biblical imitation of God from coveting God’s prerogatives. 
5. Expound the biblical theme of the imitation of Christ. 

6. Is it a naturalistic fallacy to derive ethical content from the created world, as in Rom. 1:32? 

7. What do we learn of ethical value through natural revelation? Give biblical evidence. 

8. Same for existential revelation. 
9. “So imitation appears to be an important means of sanctification according to Scripture.” Discuss biblical data, evaluate. 

10. In preaching, should we ever present Bible characters as positive or negative examples? Discuss. 

11. Show how the written word is related to the covenant. 
12. “Scripture has the same authority as the divine voice.” Discuss the biblical basis for this statement and evaluate. 

13. Explain the unique role of Scripture within the organism of revelation. 

14. “Natural, existential, and scriptural revelation are interdependent.” Show how each is dependent on the others. 

Chapter 10: Attributes of Scripture

Key Terms

Power

Authority

Clarity

Comprehensiveness

Necessity

Sufficiency

Tota scriptura

Sola scriptura
Questions

1. “When we go to Scripture for ethical guidance, it is important for us to remember that it is not only a text, an object of academic study.” Why is this important? 
2. “The story of redemptive history is the story of the authoritative word of God and man’s response to it.” Summarize the relation of revelation and response in the biblical narrative. 

3. “The written word, therefore, is the word of God himself, breathed out of his mouth (2 Tim. 3:16). As such, it cannot be anything less than supremely authoritative.” Why? 

4. Does the authority of Scripture entail its infallibility and inerrancy? Discuss. 

5. Why must Scripture be clear? 

6. Is Scripture ever unclear in any sense? Discuss this possibility. 

7. The Westminster Confession makes two qualifications to the doctrine of the clarity of Scripture. Evaluate them. 

8. Frame says that one reason Scripture is sometimes unclear is that “believers differ greatly from one another in their callings and responsibilities.” Why would that affect the clarity of the word? Explain. 

9. “Scripture, then, is clear enough to make us responsible for carrying out our present duties to God.” Explain, evaluate. 

10. “All Scripture is our standard, not just parts of it.” Discuss the biblical basis for this statement. 
11. “The Bible refers to all aspects of human life.” Discuss the biblical basis for this statement. Is there anything about which Scripture is silent?

12. How are the two parts of the Bible’s comprehensiveness importantly related to one another? 

13. How does the Westminster Confession warrant the necessity of Scripture? How does Frame do it? 

14. “But I believe that the necessity of Scripture may also be derived from the very lordship of God in covenant with us.“ Explain that derivation. 

Chapter 11: The Sufficiency of Scripture

Key Words

Sufficiency (Frame’s basic 
definition)
Inscriptional curse

Illumination

Light of nature

Christian prudence

Circumstances

General sufficiency

Particular sufficiency

Application

Moral syllogism

Adiaphora

The strong (Rom. 14)

The weak (Rom. 14)

The stumbling block (Rom. 14)

Questions

1. Is Scripture sufficient for everything? What about auto repairs and plumbing? Discuss. 

2. What does the Confession mean by “good and necessary consequence?” Do our inferences from Scripture have the same authority as Scripture? Explain. 

3. What are the two ways, according to the Confession, in which people add to the word of God? Evaluate. 

4. What practices does Scripture identify as “adding to the word of God?”

5. Discuss the difference between general and particular sufficiency, and biblical evidence for each. 

6. “People sometimes misunderstand the doctrine of sufficiency by thinking that it excludes the use of any extra-biblical information in reaching ethical conclusions.” Correct this misunderstanding. 

7. Explain Frame’s reasons for rejecting the use of the term adiaphora. 

8. Are all of our choices between good and evil? Explain. 

9. Are there actions neither commanded nor forbidden in Scripture? Give examples, if there are any. 

10. Same for “acts that are neither right nor wrong in themselves.”

11. Frame says there are three issues that arise in the situation of Rom. 14 and 1 Cor. 8-10. What are these, and how does Paul advise the churches to  resolve them?

12. Think of a situation today that might be parallel to the one Paul faced in Rom. 14. How should we deal with it? 

13. Frame thinks the term adiaphora is inappropriate to describe the issues of Rom. 14 and 1 Cor. 8-10. Why? Evaluate. 

Chapter 12: Law in Biblical Ethics
Key Terms

Law
Grace

Gospel (in Lutheran theology)

Gospel (Frame’s definition)

Kingdom

Merit

Ground

Instrument

Quietism

Three uses of the law

Love
Moral heroism
Questions

1. “From one perspective, law is a part of Scripture; from another perspective it is the whole.” Explain. 

2. What are some elements of Scripture other than law that are ethically edifying? 

3. “As we see the variety of ways in which Scripture teaches ethics, we should be motivated to use similar variety in our own teaching.” How might this realization affect your own teaching? 

4. Summarize Frame’s response to the New Perspective on Paul. 

5. Summarize “what law can do” and “what law cannot do.”

6. Mention some Scripture texts that speak of law as a positive blessing for believers. 

7. What does Paul mean when he says in Rom. 6:14 that we are “not under law, but under grace?” Distinguish this use of the phrase from those of 1 Cor. 9:21 and Gal. 3:23.
8. Describe the view of law and gospel in the Formula of Concord. Distinguish that from Frame’s position. 

9. Does the law always bring terror according to Scripture? Give evidence. 

10. Does Scripture tell us to proclaim law before gospel? The reverse? Explain. 

11. Describe Frame’s disagreement with the Formula of Concord’s view of the Christian life. Evaluate. 
12. “In fact, we cannot separate the objective and the subjective or, in terms of my earlier distinctions, the situational from the existential.” What view is Frame opposing here? What is your evaluation?
13. Show from Scripture that love is central to biblical ethics. 

14. Joseph Fletcher denies that love is a command. Why? Reply. 

15. “The Love Commandment Requires Obedience to the Whole Law of God.” Show biblical basis. Evaluate. 

16. “Love is a Provocative Characterization of the Law.” Explain, evaluate. 

17. Were David’s mighty men obligated to bring him a drink from the well of Bethlehem? Present Frame’s answer, then your own. 

Chapter 13: Applying the Law

Key Terms

Currently normative

Literally normative

Creation ordinances

Case laws

Apodictic

Casuistic

Old covenant

New Covenant

Moral law

Ceremonial law

Judicial (civil) law

Theonomy

Normative priorities

Situational priorities

Existential priorities

Prima facie duties

Actual, present duties

Breadwinners (ecclesiastical)

Homemakers (ecclesiastical)

Tragic moral choice

Conflict of duties

Choice between two evils

Choice between two wrongs

Casuistry

Lax applications

Rigorous applications

Questions

1. “So it will not do for us to simply take every imperative in Scripture as a law to obey today.” Why not? Explain. 

2. List the creation ordinances and justify your list. 

3. “The Decalogue may be seen as a republication of the creation ordinances, applying them to Israel’s life within the Mosaic Covenant.” Explain, evaluate. 

4. Summarize the changes that take place between old and new covenants. 

5. Formulate the distinctions between moral, ceremonial, and civil law, and then show the difficulties of making these distinctions. 
6. “Rather than determining that a law is abrogated because it is ceremonial, we determine that it is ceremonial because we believe it to be abrogated.” Explain, discuss. 

7. Are ceremonial laws uniformly about ceremonies? Explain. Does that create problems for the use of the concept?

8. Do the civil laws apply to modern-day civil governments? Defend your answer. Make distinctions, if necessary. 

9. Theonomists, “like the majority of Christians, regard much of the law as no longer currently normative.” What evidence does Frame offer for this statement? Evaluate. 
10. Kline says that the Old Testament is not the canon of the Christian church. Explain, evaluate. 

11. “Kline, like Bahnsen, is not as brash as his initial hypothesis might suggest.” Explain, giving examples. 

12. Are you a theonomist? Why or why not? 
13. “How can anyone presume to determine priorities among ultimates!? But we do and must.” Why do we need to set priorities? What kind of priorities? Explain, evaluate. 

14. “Many of God’s commands are given, not primarily to individuals, but first to a corporate body: the human race as a whole, or the church as the body of Christ.” Give examples. How is this important to our moral responsibility? 

15. Do you believe that there are tragic moral choices? Present arguments. 

16. What are some dangers in casuistry? How can those be avoided? 

Chapter 14: Situation and Norm

Key Terms

Christian teleological ethic

History

Redemptive history

Natural law ethics

General revelation (Budziszewski)

Eternal law (Aquinas)

Natural law (Aquinas)

Divine law (Aquinas)

Human law (Aquinas)
Questions


1. What is the “ethical question” from the situational perspective? Explain it. 


2. Summarize the value of extra-biblical data for Christian ethics. 


3. Outline the “hierarchy of facts.” Explain this concept. 


4. Why is natural law ethics popular among religious conservatives?


5. “But the rather precarious status of general revelation in the nonbeliever’s consciousness calls in question the likelihood of that revelation producing a stable moral consensus in modern secular culture sufficient to govern nations.” Explain, evaluate.


6. “So natural law arguments ultimately depend on arguments from Scripture.” Explain, evaluate. 


7. “When natural laws thinkers get beyond the basics of morality, I find them less persuasive.” Give an example of such a natural law argument and evaluate it. 


8. “When people try to add to God’s word by natural law arguments, they violate the sufficiency of Scripture.” Why? Evaluate. 


9. Budziszewski: “Because government is charged with directing the community to its natural rather than its supernatural good, so God does not intend the enforcement of Divine law upon nonbelievers.” Evaluate. 


10. “The ultimate goal of political apologetics is nothing less than to present Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” Explain, evaluate. 

Chapter 15: Our Ethical Situation

Key Terms

Our ethical situation

All-conditioner

Coram deo
Absolute personality

Supernatural

Preternatural

Cultural mandate

Double-y chromosome

Simon LeVay

Americans with Disabilities Act

Questions

1. “As God himself is our chief norm, he is also the chief fact of our experience, the chief person ‘with whom we have to do.’” Explain. 

2. “The biblical view of God is radically different from the views of God found in other religions, philosophies, and worldviews. That difference can be summarized in three headings.” Explain and list the three headings. Show how each is uniquely biblical. 


3. “The ethical importance [of the creator-creature distinction] is staggering.” How? 


4. How is the absolute personality of God important for ethics? 


5. Summarize how God’s lordship, and the three lordship attributes, are important for ethics. 


6. “The doctrine of angels rebukes the smallness and impersonalism of our cosmology.” How? 


7. “Angels participate in the kingdom warfare.” How? 


8. “Angels are witnesses to human salvation.” Explain. 


9. “The doctrine of angels is a measure of the greatness of our salvation in Christ.” Explain. 


10. Show how the Cultural Mandate is a corporate task and the Fall a corporate failure. 


11. Are there “sinful structures of society?” Give biblical evidence. 


12. Discuss the “corporate character of redemption.”


13. How does the corporate emphasis of Scripture affect our moral decisions? 


14. “Christian ethics is individual as well as social.” How so? 


15. How are all people the same? How different? Is there a sense in which each person has unique moral responsibilities? 

16. “Homosexuality is genetically determined, so it should be considered a normal and morally good lifestyle.” Reply.


17. Do genes determine behavior? Do they have a uniquely high level of influence upon behavior? 


18. Is it possible for a homosexual to repent of his sin and, by God's grace, to become heterosexual?


19. “From a biblical perspective, the difficult fact is that in one sense all sin is inherited.” Explain. How is this point relevant to questions about homosexuality? 

 
20. Describe Frame’s position on the ADA. Do you agree with it? Why or why not? 


21. “Scripture calls us to be content, not to covet the advantages of others.” Discuss the biblical basis of this statement and its implications for today. 

22. List some important biblical teachings about the role of human beings in the natural world. 

Chapter 16: Redemptive History

Key Terms

Nature

History

Redemptive history

Narrative ethic

Two-age structure

Kingdom of God (Vos)

Semi-eschatological (Vos)

Already 

Not yet

Premillennial

Amillennial

Postmillennial

Biblical theology

Kerygma

Didache
Moralism

Exemplarism
Questions


1. “The narrative genre has many advantages for preachers, teachers, or anyone interested in communicating ethical content.” What are some of these? 


2. “Narrative is important in communicating gospel.” Explain, evaluate. 


3. “So the narrative is the whole Bible, and in that sense the whole Bible is narrative.” Explain. How can this be true, since Psalms and Proverbs are not in the narrative genre?


4. “The story of the Bible is of God coming to be with his people as their Lord, in his control, authority, and presence. After creation and fall, the story is about redemption, and thus about Jesus.” Tell that story, in summary. 


5. “As biblical theology emphasizes, in the New Testament imperatives flow from indicatives.” Explain. Give some examples. Does this point contradict the view that imperatives flow from divine commands? Why or why not? 


6. Contrast the two ages, as Scripture does. 


7. “But the remarkable thing about New Testament teaching, in contrast with the Jewish conception, is that in one sense the ‘age to come’ has already appeared in Christ.” Explain. 


8. “From Jesus’ ministry until his return, the two ages exist simultaneously.” Explain. How does this affect the nature of our ethical life? 


9. How do millennial positions affect people’s stances on ethical issues? 

10. “It is remarkable that almost every text about the return of Jesus has an ethical thrust.” List some of these ethical applications. 

11. Is it selfish to obey God in order to receive a reward? Why or why not? 

12. How is it possible to reconcile the doctrine of proportionate rewards with the doctrine of salvation by grace alone? 
13. “It is not scriptural to approach ethics with a mere traditionalism, a desire merely to emulate the Christianity of a past age.” Why not? 

14. Does reliance on God imply that we should not use technology to advance the Gospel? 

15. “We will have to face the fact that ethics in our time, theology as well, to say nothing of church life and evangelistic strategy, should be different today, in important ways, from all past ages of church history including the New Testament period.” Explain, using examples. Evaluate. 

16. “But what masquerades as a battle for biblical principle is often at bottom a mere rationalization of selfish impulses, a desire to stay comfortable, to avoid having to change familiar patterns. Often, however, Scripture itself is on the side of change!” Explain, evaluate. 

17. “And in some ways, I think, contemporary orthodox Reformed theology has a far deeper and more precise understanding of the gospel than did the church fathers.” Explain, evaluate. 

18. “In facing our epistemological disadvantages, the first thing to be said is that God understands.” Describe those disadvantages, and show how it helps to know that God understands. 

19. “When we come to see Scripture as the history of redemption, we see far more clearly how all of Scripture bears witness to Christ.” How? 

20. “Some have claimed that the history of redemption is the primary context for theological reflection in Scripture, and that it must always be the primary subject-matter of preaching. With this assertion I must respectfully disagree.” Why does Frame take issue with this view? Evaluate. 


21. “Should every sermon have redemptive history as its principal subject? I would say no.” What do you think? Why?


22. “There are some passages that are very confusing to modern congregations unless we say something about their redemptive-historical setting.” Give some examples. 


23. “But it is clearly wrong to say that they are in Scripture no moral examples.” Evaluate. 


24. Frame says there are some dangers in preaching exclusively on redemptive-historical themes. What are some of those? What do you think? 

Chapter 17: Our Chief End

Key Terms

Earthly end (Aquinas)

Spiritual end (Aquinas)

Moral and intellectual virtues

Theological virtues

Consilia evangelica

Nature-grace motive

Donum superadditum

Glory of God

Glorifying God

Kingdom of God

Cultural Mandate

Great Commission

Centripetal missions

Centrifugal missions

Vocation

Short-range goals
Questions


1. Describe the doctrine of the twofold end and evaluate. Discuss particularly (1) the epistemology by which these sets of norms are discovered, (2) the different virtues necessary for each end, and (3) the different institutions required to administer these two forms of human life. 


2. About the doctrine of the twofold end, Frame says, “we can see that this view of things fits in well with the traditional natural law approach to ethics, especially without the Budziszewski emendations.” Explain, evaluate. 


3. In discussing the doctrine of the twofold end, Frame says, “We should also connect this view of things with our earlier discussion of the Lutheran law/gospel distinction (Chapter 12).” Make the connection and discuss. 


4. How is the doctrine of the twofold end related to what Dooyeweerd describes as the nature-grace motive in Roman Catholic thought? 


5. Frame says that in Roman Catholic theology, “the picture is always one of supplementation.” Explain, evaluate. 

6. Compare Calvin and Aquinas on the relation of nature and grace. 


7. What is the chief end of man, according to the Westminster Shorter Catechism? Why is the Catechism’s answer not dualistic? 


8. “So when the Catechism moves from the first phrase to the second, it is not moving from God-centeredness to man-centeredness. Rather, it is looking at God-centeredness from two perspectives.” Explain, evaluate. 


9. How can human enjoyment be a goal of life, when Scripture so strongly calls for self-sacrifice? Discuss. 


10. “But some of the passages that describe most graphically the rigors and difficulties of the Christian life also emphasize its rewards.” Give some examples and discuss. 


11. What does “seeking the Kingdom of God” add to the formulation of WSC 1? Formulate these goals triperspectivally. 

12. List the three elements of the Cultural Mandate and their relationship to the three perspectives. 

13. Describe the Great Commission triperspectivally. 


14. Describe the triad seed, land, and divine promise, as found in the Cultural Mandate and the redemptive promises. 


15. “The Great Commission, therefore, can be understood as a republication of the Cultural Mandate for the semi-eschatological age.” Explain, evaluate. 


16. Why does Frame think the Cultural Mandate remains in force? What are the implications of this fact for Christian vocation? 


17. “So all of human life in this semi-eschatological age should have a redemptive focus.” Explain and evaluate, giving biblical references. 


18. “Although the term vocation suggests a divine revelation to each individual of God’s assignment to him, the Reformers did not consider vocation to be a special revelation.” How do we discover our vocations, according to Reformation theology?

19. Does Scripture warrant short-range goals? How? Explain. 

Chapter 18: Goodness and Being

Key Terms

Old man

Mortification

Sanctification

Self-realization (Van Til)
Spontaneity (Van Til)

Self-determination (Van Til)

Momentum (Van Til)
Questions


1. What is “the ethical question,” according to the existential perspective? How does it compare to the questions asked by other perspectives? 


2. “God is, not only the chief norm and the chief fact, but also the chief person, the chief subjectivity.” Explain, evaluate. What are some implications of this statement? 


3. “Goodness is not something above God, or something below God. Rather, goodness is God.” Explain, evaluate. 

4. “Now God has made human beings to be his image, and his intention is for his own union of goodness and being to be reflected in us.” How? 


5. “Adam was responsible to obey God’s norms, but to do that he had to adopt God’s norms as his own.” Explain, evaluate. 


6. “So God intends us not only to be good in our inmost being, but also to be lawgivers to the rest of creation.” How? What is the biblical basis of this statement?

7. “We struggle as whole persons between obedience and disobedience to our God. So even as fallen creatures, there is a unity in human nature, though there is inward tension as well.” Explain and evaluate, considering alternative views. 

8. John Murray taught that “our ethical struggle, then, is not a struggle to put to death our unregenerate self, but rather to grow as regenerate people.” Explain, evaluate. Is this view consistent with passages that call us to put to death the deeds of the flesh? 

9. “But most often, God’s sovereignty engages our responsibility, rather than detracting from it.” Explain, evaluate. Are there exceptions to this principle? 

10. Van Til teaches that “our trust in God does not extinguish our spontaneity, but rather fires it up.” Explain, evaluate. 


11. “Sanctification is a process for which we, together with God, must take responsibility.” Does this imply that sanctification is by works as well as by faith? Discuss. 

Chapter 19: Motives and Virtues

Key Terms

Motive
Heart

Virtue ethic

Justifying faith

Basis (of justification)

Ground (“)

Instrument (“)

Assent

Repentance

Penance

Hope
Love
Covenant loyalty

Common grace

Imprecation

Intrusion
Acceptance of God’s promises
Humility before other people

Affection for others

The Fear of the Lord (two senses)
Questions


1. “Scripture is clear in teaching that a right motive is necessary for a human action to be good.” Explain, evaluate, using biblical references. 


2. “If love and faith are motives of good works, there is evidently a significant overlap between motives and virtues. That should not surprise us.” Why should it not surprise us? Discuss. 


3. “To base ethics on a narrative devoid of revealed commands leaves us with no ethical standards except those derived from would-be autonomous human thought.” Explain, evaluate. 


4. “Why, then, does Scripture single out faith from among all our other works so that we are saved by faith, rather than by love or by longsuffering?” How does this question arise in the discussion? How would you answer it? 


5. How does saving faith receive the grace of God? Use Abraham as an example. Is there a difference in this respect between our initial receipt of God’s grace and our continuing receipt of it? 

6. Should we identify faith with assent? Discuss. 


7. Describe the basic relation between faith and works. 


8. “Evangelicals are sometimes inclined to think of faith as an event that takes place in the mind, perhaps the experience of saying inaudibly ‘Yes, Lord, I believe.’” Evaluate this view. 


9. “It is misleading, then, to say that faith is a ‘mental act,’ as much as it is misleading to call it a physical act.” Explain, evaluate. 


10. “So in a sense it is true to say ‘believe God and do as you please.’” In what sense? Discuss.

11. “Repentance and faith are opposite sides of a coin. You can’t have the one without the other.” Why not? Discuss. 


12. “So as the Christian life is a life of faith, it is also a life of repentance.” Describe the Christian life as a life of repentance. 


13. “So when a Christian leader freely admits wrong and asks forgiveness, many of us find that passing strange, but, in the long run, impressive.” Explain, evaluate. 

14. How is hope a motive of good works? Refer to Scripture. 

15. Discuss the biblical correlation between love and covenant loyalty. Does this “political” concept of love empty the term of emotional richness? 


16. Why should we consider love a form of gratefulness? Should we try to reimburse God for his saving grace? 


17. Why does Frame describe love as a “comprehensive reorientation of life?” Evaluate. 


18. Is it possible for us to imitate the atonement? If so, how? 


19. “We are to offer help to people without putting them to a religious test.” Discuss the biblical basis of this statement and evaluate. 


20. Describe Paul’s priorities in giving help, in Gal. 6:10. 

21. Should we sing imprecatory Psalms? Should we pray for the destruction of specific wicked people? If so, how is this consistent with loving our enemies? Describe Motyer’s view in this regard. 


22. When Idi Amin ravaged the church in Uganda, should the church have prayed for his destruction, his salvation, or both? Would a Christian have been wrong to have prayed only for his destruction? 


23. Is it possible to love and hate the same person at the same time? Discuss. 


24. “Love seeks out responsibility.” Why is it important to include this within our concept of love? 


25. Discuss and evaluate Frame’s threefold summary of the virtues. 


26. “The fear of God is the soul of godliness.” Explain, evaluate.


27. “Murray concludes by presenting the fear of God as an antidote to the superficial Christianity of our time.” How does it serve as an antidote? 


28. Frame says that sometimes in worship we sense a fusion between the fear of God and the intimacy of our sonship. Explain, evaluate. 

Chapter 20: The New Life as a Source of Ethical Knowledge

Key Terms

Subject (in epistemology)

Object (“)

Norm (“)

Knowledge of God

Wisdom

Metaphysical Truth

Epistemological Truth

Propositional Truth

Ethical Truth

Doctrine

Propositional knowledge

Intellectual knowledge

Dokimazein
Patterns

Analogies

Aisthesis

Duck-rabbit

Seeing as
Questions


1. Frame says that the subjective processes by which we come to know things “are themselves revelation.” Explain, evaluate. 


2. “Knowing God, therefore, is not merely an intellectual process, but an ethical one as well.” Explain, evaluate. 

3. “Like the knowledge of God, then, wisdom is ethical in character, and our progress in wisdom is parallel to our progress in sanctification. “ Explain, evaluate. 


4. “We do not respond adequately to the truth until we apply it to life, until that truth changes our lives.” Explain, evaluate. 


5. “What rather distinguishes theology is its ethical goal, to bring the biblical message to bear on people’s lives.”  With what other qualities is this goal contrasted? Explain and evaluate. 


6. “The ethical presupposes the intellectual.” Explain and evaluate. 

7. “The intellectual presupposes the ethical.” Same here. 


8. “To apply the word of God to circumstances requires a kind of moral vision. Such applications require the ability to see the circumstances in the light of biblical principles.” Explain, giving examples. Evaluate. 

9. In applying the word, Frame says, “one crucial element is learning to see patterns in our experience that can be compared with similar patterns mentioned in Scripture.” Explain, giving examples. 


10. “Even in non-moral cases, there are forms of perception that transcend the powers of physical sight.” Give examples. 


11. “Even for believers, our inability to “see as” can lead to moral difficulty.” Explain, evaluate. 


12. Nathan convicted David of sin by his use of a parable. What implications for ethical teaching follow from this? 


13. “So it is wrong to suppose that we must get all the answers to ethical questions before we fight the spiritual warfare, as if the intellect were in every respect prior to life.” Explain, evaluate.


14. Frame uses the term “intellectualist” to describe both some Refrormed and some Charismatic views of guidance. Explain, evaluate. What view does he put in their place? 
Chapter 21: The Organs of Ethical Knowledge

Key Terms

Heart

Conscience

Synteresis

Paradox of ethical decision

Experience (in ethics) 

Sense-experience
Perception

Reason

Will

Intellectualism

Voluntariam

Emotionalism

Imagination
Emotions

The Pathos Game

Dispositional complex

Learned ministry

Primacy of the intellect
Questions


1. “It is sometimes thought that reason, emotion, conscience, imagination, will, etc. are more or less autonomous units, battling one another for supremacy in each human life. I believe it is more scriptural to say that the whole person is the one who makes ethical decisions, and that the ethical faculties are ways of describing the person as he makes those decisions.” Explain, evaluate. 


2. “So the heart is the chief organ of moral knowledge and of our moral will, our desire to obey.” Explain, evaluate. 


3. “To say that the heart discerns God’s will is to say that the whole person discerns it.” To say that the heart discerns God’s will is to say that the whole person discerns it. Explain, evaluate. 


4. “The perversion of the conscience leads to an ethical problem: should we always obey conscience, or should we sometimes disobey it?” What do you say? 


5. “So there is no metaphysical difference between heart and conscience. The two are perspectives on one another.” Explain, evaluate. 


6. “Scripture sometimes speaks negatively of sensation, as when it contrasts faith with sight (see Chapter 19). But for the most part, it regards the senses positively, even with regard to the knowledge of God.” Give examples. How do the senses help us today in learning moral truth?

7. Frame says that experience, even perceiving, is more than merely sensory. What are some additional aspects?


8. “Indeed, every aspect of ethical decision making uses reason in some way.” Give examples. 


9. Frame says that perception depends on reason, and also the reverse. Indicate his justification for both statements and evaluate. 


10. Frame says that reason, experience, and conscience are three perspectives on ethical knowing. How do these line up with the categories normative, situational, and existential? 


11. “So, like conscience and experience, reason requires God’s grace to function rightly.” Show from Scripture the basis of this statement. 


12. Why does Frame say that intellect, emotions, and will are interdependent? Evaluate. 


13. “So even our most ordinary forms of knowledge are not independent of choice.” Explain, evaluate. 


14. Is there a place for imagination in ethics? Discuss. 

15. Does redemptive grace make people more emotional? Less so? Discuss. What is the effect of regeneration on the emotions? 


16. Can we change our emotions? Does Scripture ever ask us to? Discuss. 


17. Should we tell fellow-believers not to follow their feelings? Make distinctions, if necessary. 


18. “Emotions, like conscience, reason, and experience, have a hermeneutical component.” Explain, evaluate. 


19. “Reason presupposes emotions.” How? Explain. 


20. “It should not surprise us, therefore, that Scripture never says, as some Greek philosophers did, that reason should rule the emotions, or, as Hume did, that reason should be the slave of the passions. There is no hierarchical relation between the two.” Explain, evaluate. 


21. Does Scripture teach the primacy of the intellect? Present a case. 

22. Does Scripture require us to respond emotionally to the gospel? Discuss. 


23. Is it wrong to hurt people’s feelings? Should we be concerned about their emotional well-being? Make a case. 

Chapter 22: Introduction to the Decalogue

Key Terms
Day of the Assembly

Covenant document

Decalogical hermeneutics

Strict confessionalism

Fencing the law

Broad meaning (of the commandments)

Narrow meaning

Historical election

Eternal election

Questions


1. Where does Part 4 fit into the larger structure of DCL? 


2. Why does Frame focus on a command ethic, rather than a narrative or virtue ethic? 


3. What are some of the limitations of the Decalogue as a summary of biblical ethics? Name some other summaries in the Bible. 


4. What are some good reasons for using the Decalogue as a summary of biblical ethics? 


5. What was the purpose of the phenomena that preceded the giving of the law at Sinai? 


6. What was unique about the Day of the Assembly? Why was that important? 


7. Mention some places where the Decalogue is used in later Scripture. 


8. Discuss the “generality” and “hermeneutical centrality” of the Decalogue. 


9. How does the Catechism’s “right understanding” of the commandments differ from their grammatico-historical meaning? Discuss. 

10. Defend or critique the statement that the Decalogue commands the utmost perfection of every duty and forbids the least degree of every sin.


11. Compare the Catechism’s exposition of the Decalogue with that of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount. 


12. Does the Catechism fence the law? Discuss. 

 
13. James 2:10 reads, “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.” Explain. 

14. “The Ten Commandments are each a perspective on the whole law of God.” Explain, evaluate. 


15. List some principles by which we can preach Christ from the Decalogue. 


16. “Christ is the substance of the law.” Explain, evaluate. Give examples of how Christ relates to individual commandments. 


17. Relate the giving of God’s name to the content of the Decalogue. 


18. Discuss the significance of the phrase “the Lord thy God.”


19. Discuss the significance of the historical prologue.


20. Is there any sense in which Israel’s blessings follow obedience? If so, is this principle compatible with salvation by grace alone? Discuss. 

Chapter 23: The First Commandment
Key Terms
Two tables of the law

Exclusive covenant loyalty

Worship in the broad sense
Worship in the narrow sense

Cultic worship

Consecration

Holy

Most holy place

Holy place

Common

Profane

Clean

Unclean

Questions


1. Does anything important rest on the question of how to number the commandments? Discuss. 

2. Summarize the broad and narrow meanings of this commandment. 


3. Distinguish the value of the Heidelberg Catechism’s exposition of the commandments from that of the WLC. 


4. Should we equate the first commandment with the law of love? Why or why not? 


5. “Jesus demands the same exclusive covenant loyalty that Yahweh demanded in the Decalogue.” How does he do this? 


6. Cite some other biblical examples of Christ as the supreme focus of covenant loyalty. 


7. Why should we study worship in a course on ethics? 


8. Show from Scripture that Jesus is our object of worship. 


9. Show how the language of worship in Scripture is used for ethical purity. 


10. “All of life is worship.” In what sense? Discuss, evaluate. 


11. Why is the Decalogue so largely negative?


12. Describe the biblical parallel between idolatry and adultery. 


13. What are some of the “God-substitutes” that the Bible mentions? 


14. Should there be a death penalty today for idolatry? Discuss. 


15. “Holiness, profaneness, and commonness admit of degrees.” Discuss. 


16. Explain the meaning of “cleanness” in OT legislation. 


17. How has God cleansed the nations in the NT? 
Chapter 24: The First Commandment: Contemporary Issues

Key Terms

The occult

Hearken

Secret societies

Masonic lodge

Liberal theology

One, true church

Denomination

Secularism

State

Charter schools
Questions

1. Does every error concerning God constitute worship of a false god? Discuss. 


2. “To a distressing extent, new theological movements follow fashionable trends.” Give some examples. Discuss. 


3. Discuss the relevance of Deut. 18:9-14 for today. 


4. Deut. 18 “does not justify a kind of reverse superstition, in which Christians avoid any contact with the occult or with practitioners of it.” Why not? Discuss. 


5. Should Christians celebrate Hallowe’en? Discuss. 


6. Do false religions contain any truth from which we can benefit? Discuss. 


7. What must we not seek from false religious sources? Why? 


8. Should a Christian be a member of a Masonic lodge? Why or why not? 


9. “Christians should support Masonic lodges, because they are philanthropic, and because they encourage good behavior.” Reply. 


10. What does Scripture say about false teaching in the church? 


11. Machen: “liberal or modernist theology is not Christianity at all, but a different religion, another gospel.” How does he show this? 

12. “In the first century nobody had the right to leave the apostolic church and start a new denomination.” Evaluate, discussing biblical data. 

13. Frame: “In my view, the breakdown of the one, true church of the apostolic period into a plethora of denominations today has been a great tragedy.” Why? 

14. “No denomination is a church in the New Testament sense.” Discuss and evaluate. 


15. “Denominational division creates problems for church discipline.” How? Evaluate. 

16. Can a denomination become apostate? Discuss. If so, what should believers within that church do? Why? 


17. Purity in the marks of the church (word, sacraments, discipline) “is a matter of degree.” Explain. Discuss Frame’s statement, “So far as I know, nobody has ever made a serious theological study of the level of error that renders a church apostate or, to put it differently, the kinds of theological differences that are tolerable or intolerable within a church body.”


18. What does the US Constitution actually say about the relation of church and state? 

19. “This privileged position of secularism is a manifest injustice.” Why? Discuss. 


20. Discuss problems of Christians associating with secular labor unions. Of Christian schools seeking accreditation from secular agencies. 


21. What are the dangers for Christians in the use of secular schools? Are there ever situations in which Christians should send their children to a secular school? 


22. What does Scripture tell us about the way in which children are to be educated? 


23. Does the state have any legitimate role in education? Discuss. State and evaluate criticisms of its involvement. 


24. “A Christian education should prepare children to live in the unbelieving world, not only in the Christian subculture.” Discuss biblical data relevant to this proposition. 
Chapter 25: The Second Commandment

Key Terms

Pesel

Matzevah

‘Eliim

Gods of silver, gold, cast metal

Brass serpent

Objects of worship

Idolatry (two senses)

Redemptive-historical invisibility

Temunah
Divine jealousy

‘elafim
Questions

1. Does verse 4 of the commandment exclude all representative art? Why or why not? 


2. Why did the tabernacle have to be made precisely according to the pattern given to Moses on the Mount?


3. Are images legitimate only when God specifically commands them? Why or why not? 


4. Does the second commandment forbid the uses of images in places of worship? Why or why not?


5. What specifically (“narrowly”) does the second commandment forbid? Argue your conclusion. 


6. What does it mean for an image to be an “object of worship?” 


7. Does the commandment rule out images of the true God as objects of worship? Discuss Ex. 32 and 1 Kings 12 in this connection. 


8.  Can God ever be seen? Can he be imaged? If so, how? 


9. What does Deut. 4:15-19 teach about the reason God forbids us to worship him by images? 

10. “God revealed himself formlessly to Israel at the inauguration of the Mosaic covenant.” Is the new covenant the same in this regard? Discuss. 

11. “The visibility of God’s form is, in Scripture, an eschatological concept.” Explain, evaluate. 


12. Is it, then, proper to worship by images under the new covenant? Explain. 


13. “To forbid mental pictures of Jesus, while allowing mental pictures of other things in the gospel narrative, promotes docetism, a view in which the son of God did not really take on flesh.” Explain, evaluate. 


14. “A second biblical ground for this commandment is that idols, as objects of worship, are impersonal.” Explain, evaluate. 


15. “For man to bow to an idol is not only to worship something less than God; it is also to worship something less than himself. It is an affront to God’s dignity, and also an affront to man’s.” Explain, evaluate. 

 
16. Does the second commandment teach that God punishes children for the sins of their fathers? Relate this question to Ezek. 18. 

Chapter 26: The Second Commandment: Regulating Worship

Key Terms
Regulative principle

Prescription

Circumstances

Elements, parts

Expressions, forms

Applications

Express commands

Approved examples

Theological inference

Pedagogical use of images

Circumscribing Jesus’ divine nature

Nestorianism

Questions


1. Describe the differences between the Presbyterian regulative principle and the regulation of worship in Lutheran and Anglican churches. 

2. The WCF distinguishes two different regulative principles. What are these? 


3. Is God always pleased when people worship him? Cite biblical evidence. 


4. Does the second commandment warrant the regulative principle? Explain. 


5. Can we prove the regulative principle from the group of passages in which God disapproves human worship? Explain. 


6. What is the basis for the regulative principle, as Frame understands it? Evaluate. 


7. What constitutes “biblical warrant” for elements of worship? Is it necessary in every case to have an express command? 

8. “Human reflection plays a vital role in all worship, whether or not that worship affirms the regulative principle.” Explain, evaluate.

9. Do we need a third category of worship actions, in addition to elements and circumstances? Why or why not? 

10. Discuss how the distinction between acts of spiritual significance and acts without spiritual significance has played a role in the discussion of the regulative principle. Can this distinction carry the weight ascribed to it? 
11. Is the regulative principle for worship different from the regulative principle for the rest of life? Discuss. 

12. Does each element of worship require a specific biblical rationale, distinct from other elements? Discuss. 

13. “We cannot justify a practice in New Testament worship unless God specifically commands it for New Testament worship.” Explain, evaluate. How is the synagogue worship relevant to this question? How does it apply to questions about musical instruments and choirs? 

14. Do we need biblical commands, not only to authorize song in worship, but also to justify the use of specific words in songs? Discuss arguments pro and con. 

15. Does the regulative principle require traditionalist worship? Discuss. 

16. Frame: “Worship according to Scripture is always contemporary in one sense.” Explain, evaluate. 

17. Should we allow pictures in a place of worship? If so, of what kind? For what purpose? 


18. Should we ever use images of Jesus in teaching? Discuss arguments pro and con. 


19. How did the iconoclasts of the Eastern Church attack the use of images of Christ? Reply to their arguments. 

Chapter 27: The Third Commandment

Key Terms
Name
Nasa’
Shav
Oaths

Confessions

Blessing

Assertory oath

Promissory oath

Adjuration

Solemn attestation

Calling God to witness

Cursing

Profanity

Identification

Distance

Redemptive involvement

Questions

1. “The use of God’s name constitutes worship.” Explain, evaluate. 

2. Enumerate three purposes of naming and relate them to the lordship attributes. 


3. List some created “bearers of God’s name.” Why is this important?


4. What error does Jesus address in Matt. 5:33-37 and 23:16-22? Discuss. 


5. “I conclude that because God has created all things and remains sovereign over them, to swear by anything is to swear by him. That is to say that in one sense the whole creation bears his name.” Explain, evaluate. 


6. What does it mean to bear God’s name? Discuss.


7. Discuss the significance of the parallel between the third commandment and Ps. 24:3-4. 


8. Should we understand the “vanity” of the third commandment as falsehood, meaninglessness, or some combination of these? 


9. How does Douma explain the “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit?” Evaluate. 

10. “The third commandment has a Godward and a manward reference.” Define and explain these. 

11. “God himself takes oaths in many places.” Give some examples. 


12. Does Matt. 5:33-37 prohibit all oaths? Explain. 


13. “The larger biblical teaching calls believers to form communities in which oaths will not be necessary, or, to put it differently, in which we will be constantly under oath.” Explain, evaluate. 


14. WLC 114 says that we should not keep an oath if it pledges us to do something unlawful. Do you agree? On what ground? Discuss examples from the lives of David, Saul, and Jephthah. 

15. Frame says there are a couple exceptions to the rule that we should keep our oaths and vows. What are these? Evaluate. 


16. How do we sometimes violate our obligation to confess Christ? Discuss. 


17. What is the significance of the priestly blessing of Num. 6? The apostolic blessing of 2 Cor. 13:14? 


18. Is there any place for humor in religious language? Why or why not?


19. Is it ever right to use language like “gosh,” “golly,” or “gee?” Discuss. 

20. Evaluate the use of bathroom and sexual slang. 


21. Discuss the use of blasphemy and profanity in literature and drama. 

Chapter 28: The Fourth Commandment

Key Terms
Carson’s view of the Sabbath
Calvin’s view

Post-acta of Dort

Continental view of the Sabbath

Later Kline view of the Sabbath

Kline’s distinction between holy and common

Early Kline view of the Sabbath

Westminster Standards’ view of the Sabbath

Questions


1. What are the differences between the formulations of this commandment in Exodus and Deuteronomy. Does Deuteronomy repeal any element of the Exodus formulation? 

2. Describe the three purposes of the Sabbath in Calvin’s formulation. 


3. Describe what Bauckham calls “Calvin at his most Sabbatarian.”


4. How do the post-acta of Dort differ with Calvin on the doctrine of the Sabbath? 


5. “I have observed that, as a rule, members of Reformed churches of continental background, which subscribe to the Heidelberg Catechism and the Decrees of Dort, tend to be more Sabbatarian in practice than members of Presbyterian churches that subscribe to the Westminster Standards, even though the latter documents are themselves far more restrictive.” Do you agree? If so, why do you think this happens? 


6. How is the later Kline view “more Sabbatarian” than that of Dort? 

7. How does Kline’s view of the holy/common distinction affect his view of the Sabbath? 


8. Discuss the relation of Kline’s view to the law/gospel and nature/grace distinctions. 


9. “One may even say that the essence of Sabbath is rest.” Explain, evaluate. 


10. How do the Westminster Standards differ from other views of the Sabbath we have discussed? 

Chapter 29: Theology of the Sabbath

Key Terms
Consummation

Enthronement

Consecration

Common grace order (Kline)

Holy government (Kline)

Sabbatismos
Works of necessity

Works of mercy
Sabbatical years

Question

1. What does it mean for the Sabbath to be a “covenant sign?” What does this have to do with the Sabbath as consecration? 


2. Does Gen. 2:2-3 obligate Adam and Eve to keep the Sabbath weekly? Explain the relevance of the language of the fourth commandment in this connection. 


3. If the Sabbath is a creation ordinance, what follows? 


4. Evaluate Kline’s argument that weekly cessation of work is appropriate only in a holy culture. 


5. Does Scripture distinguish between holy and nonholy governments and cultures? Argue your view. 


6. Why does God not renew the Sabbath commandment following the flood?


7. What should we make of the Bible’s silence on the Sabbath between Gen. 2:3 and Ex. 20? 


8. Relate Kline’s position to other distinctions: law/gospel, natural law/Scripture, nature/grace, religious/nonreligious. 


9. “The meaning of this redemptive rest is not specifically the forgiveness of sins, but it is the rest from toil brought about by God’s curse on the ground.” Explain, evaluate. 


10. “Scripture always defines the Sabbath as a day of rest, rather than a day of worship.” Give examples. 


11. What is the “work” from which we should rest on the Sabbath?


12. “Rest is fundamental also to the theological symbolism of the Sabbath.” Explain. Provide examples. 

13. Contrary to Calvin, Frame says, “the rest is not a rest from sin as such, but a rest from the toil that sin has brought upon our working life.” Argue pro or con. 


14. Does Isa. 58:13-14 forbid Sabbath recreation? Present arguments pro and con. 


15. “But does Scripture merely permit recreation on Sabbath, or is there some positive value to Sabbath recreation in keeping with the nature of the day?” Reply, citing Scripture. 


16. Gary North argues that Sabbath observance is contrary to the fabric of modern civilization. If the Sabbath were kept consistently, he says, it would require turning off electricity, closing down steel mills, etc. Note the replies of Schwertley and Frame. 

17. Frame: “My view is that the necessity here is not a necessity for human survival, but a necessity for maintaining the general quality of human life as it exists in our time and culture.” Explain, evaluate. 

18. Is it sinful to eat in restaurants on the Sabbath? To work on the Sabbath to support one’s family? 

19. Frame: “I agree that works of mercy are appropriate on the Sabbath day, but I do not regard these as exceptions to the biblical meaning of the Sabbath. Rather, deeds of mercy are central to that meaning.” Explain, evaluate, citing Scripture. 


20. Is the Sabbath an appropriate day for worship? Cite Scripture passages and principles. 

21. “The Sabbath is a celebration of God’s lordship.” Explain. 
Chapter 30: The Sabbath in the New Covenant

Key Terms
Lord’s Day
Kyriake

Ewing hypothesis

Change in symbolic weight

Sabbaths during feasts

Jubilee
Questions


1. Discuss the relevance of Mark 2:27-28 for the continuance of the Sabbath into the new covenant. 


2. Same with John 5:1-17. 


3. Frame: “Jesus does not say specifically that the Sabbath will continue.” Then how are his words and behavior relevant to this question? 


4. Discuss the relevance of Heb. 3:7-4:13 on the continuation of the Sabbath into the new covenant. 


5. “But if what the Sabbath symbolizes is still future, then weekly Sabbath observance performs a vital function: a reminder of and participation in that final reality.” Discuss the bearing of this statement on the continuity of the Sabbath ordinance into the new covenant. 


6. “If the Sabbath were abrogated during the new covenant period, it would be very strange that Hebrews takes no notice of it and indeed presents an argument congenial to the continuation of Sabbath observance.” Why?


7. Trace the theme of first-day meetings in the NT. 


8. Is the Lord’s Day of Rev. 1:10 a Sabbath? Defend your conclusion. 


9. “The early Christians did not immediately recognize the Lord’s Day as a day of rest.” Discuss the history of the church’s observance of the Lord’s Day. Does this behavior refute the proposition that the Lord’s Day is a Sabbath? 


10. Who authorized the change of the Sabbath day from the seventh to the first day of the week? 


11. Is this change of day compatible with the meaning of the fourth commandment? 


12. “Indeed it is impossible to exclude a human element in the determination of the calendar.” Explain, evaluate. How is this relevant to the question of the change in the Sabbath day? 


13. “The Old Testament already contains much symbolism concerning the first day.” Mention some examples. 


14. Discuss some Sabbatarian understandings of Rom. 14:5, Gal. 4:9-11, Col. 2:16-17. Are any of these persuasive? Why or why not? 


15. Why did Paul not impose a full first-day Sabbath upon Christians? 


16. “There should be tolerance among Reformed Christians over (the issue of the Sabbath).” Why? 


17. Should we continue to observe the special Sabbaths during feasts, the sabbatical years, and the Jubilee? Why or why not? 


18. “The Sabbath years mandate ecological responsibility.” How? 


19. “Another application of the Sabbath calendar for contemporary life is its concern for the poor.” Explain. 


20. “We see how the fourth commandment, like the others, stretches out to cover all of human life.” How? 

Chapter 31: The Fifth Commandment

Key Terms
First table of the law

Second table

Honor

Father and Mother

Inferiors (WLC)

Superiors (WLC)

Equals (WLC)

Reverence

Submission

Financial support

Latreia

Douleia

Hyperdouleia

Promise of Prosperity
Questions

1. Honor to God transcends honor to any creature. But in the fifth commandment God himself requires us to honor creatures. How do the two kinds of honor differ? 

2. “So Scripture tells us often to express deference and respect to others, in thoughts, words, and actions.” Give some examples. 


3. “Nobody can give an exhaustive list of words, expressions, attitudes, or body movements appropriate and inappropriate for honoring people.” Mention how this becomes a matter of concern for Roman Catholics and for Protestants. 


4. “Submission may be understood as part of respect or reverence.” Formulate the relationship between submission and respect. 


5. “Submission is not necessarily a blind obedience.” Explain, show biblical basis. 


6. In what contexts does the fifth commandment require obedience, rather than merely submission? 


7. “Obedience to other human beings, however, is always limited.” Limited by what? Discuss. 


8. Show how the fifth commandment requires financial support, and in what contexts it does. 


9. Is it ever legitimate to put aged parents in nursing homes? Discuss. 


10. Can “father and mother” in the fifth commandment be applied to other spheres of authority? Consider (a) the structure of family metaphors in Scripture, (b) family as the fundamental sphere from which all are derived (in at least three ways), (c) that other spheres of authority also deserve “honor,” (d) obedience to other authorities also leads to covenant inheritance, (e) all people deserve honor, (f) superiors should honor inferiors.


11. Note some passages in which biblical writers emphasize reciprocal responsibilities between superiors and inferiors in authority relationships. 


12. Discuss Jesus’ teaching in Matt. 20:25-28, John 13:12-15. 


13. “This is the basic principle of government in Scripture. It rejects both egalitarianism and authoritarianism. It does not regard authority as demeaning, as in some feminist thought, but as a blessing.” Explain, evaluate. 


14. Does the promise of prosperity extend to the NT? Cite passages. 


15. Why is the promise of prosperity attached specifically to the fifth commandment? 

Chapter 32: The Fifth Commandment: Family, Church, and State

Key Terms
Help (Gen. 2:18)

Avenger of blood

Elders of Israel

Mosaic judges

Totalitarianism

Anarchy

Samuel Rutherford

Schleitheim Confession

Two kingdoms

Left-hand kingdom
Right-hand kingdom

Erastianism

Lesser magistrates

Sphere sovereignty

Organic vs mechanical motivations

Theocracy (Kuyper’s definition)

Operation Rescue

Questions


1. Summarize biblical teaching on the role of the family in the cultural mandate and in redemption. 


2. “The Bible does not explicitly or implicitly define the state, nor does it record any divine authorization of it.” Explain, evaluate. Discuss the claim that God established the state in Gen. 4:15 or 9:6. 

3. “What we see in Scripture, rather, is a kind of gradual development from family authority to something which we would tend to call a state. The borderline between family and state is not sharp or clear.” Describe that development. 

4. Is the monarchy a new institution (“state”) separate from the family? Discuss. 

5. Is it wrong to say that God has ordained the state? Discuss. 

6. Discuss how unbelief complicates the development of the state. 

7. “No modern nation, or its government (state), then, will ever play the distinctive role filled by Old Testament Israel.” Explain, evaluate. 

8. “The elders of the church provide services that elders and kings provided in Israel.” List some of these. Discuss. 

9. “Church and state are two institutional forms of the Kingdom of God, coordinate with one another.” Explain and evaluate. 

10. List what church and state have in common and how they differ. 

11. Should the state be Christian? Should it be governed by Scripture? Should it recognize Christ as king? What would a Christian state be like in the modern world? 


12. Show how totalitarianism and anarchy are related to rationalism and irrationalism. 


13. Discuss the views of the state of Plato, the Sophists, Aristotle, Machiavelli. 


14. What is the “social contract” view of the state? Discuss various formulations. What did David Hume think of this approach? On this theory, why should people today subscribe to the contract?

15. List differences among social contract theorists as to (a) the state of nature preceding the contract, and (b) the power of government formed by contract. 


16. Frame: the social contract theory is “an empty vessel into which philosophers pour those ideas that seem right to them on other grounds.” Discuss. How does Samuel Rutherford try to improve this situation? 


17. Summarize Roman Catholic views of church and state in Aquinas and Maritain. Evaluate.


18. Summarize and evaluate John Howard Yoder’s view of the state. 


19. Summarize and evaluate the Lutheran view of church and state. How does it differ from the Roman Catholic? 


20. “Any legislation of justice limits the freedom of false religion.” Explain, evaluate, note implications. 


21. What does Calvin say about the state? Discuss. What does Rutherford add to the Reformed understanding? Kuyper? How does Frame differ with Kuyper? 


22. Should churches be politically active? Discuss problems in this connection. 


23. “In modern democracies, all citizens are ‘lesser magistrates’ by virtue of the ballot box.” Explain the importance of this. 


24. What are some of the limits to our obligation to obey the civil magistrate? Discuss. 


25. Evaluate the civil disobedience of Operation Rescue, ethically and strategically. 

Chapter 33: The Fifth Commandment: Man and Woman

Key Terms
Image of God

Helper

Image as resemblance

Image as representation

Head (Eph. 5:23)
Weighing of the prophets

Special office

General office

Redemptive movement hermeneutic

Questions

1. Enumerate the aspects of the image of God according to Meredith Kline. How do these correspond with Frame’s three perspectives? Do men or women lack any of these aspects? 

2. Does 1 Cor. 11:7 deny that women possess the divine image? Discuss. 


3. “A willingness to subordinate oneself to others for God's sake is, indeed, itself a component of the image, not a compromise thereof.” Explain, evaluate. 


4. “Sexual differentiation itself images God.” How? Discuss. 


5. How does man’s dominion represent God’s lordship? Do women and men share equally in dominion? How does this affect the question of the subordination of women in home and church? 


6. Does Scripture emphasize the role of women as homemakers? Discuss in this connection Gen. 1-3, other biblical data. Is this emphasis demeaning to women?

7. Discuss the balance of male and female roles in Prov. 31. 

8. “Although God offers special protection to widows and orphans, single parenthood is not the biblical ideal.” Explain, evaluate. 


9. “The biblical pattern for ‘women’s organizations’ in the church is Titus 2.” Explain, evaluate, show implications. 


10. “There is no more important need in our churches than for ministry to families.” Discuss. 


11. Summarize what Scripture teaches about the roles of women in the church. Discuss 1 Cor. 14:33-36 and 1 Tim. 2:11-14. Do these passages deal only with local issues? 


12. Does Gal. 3:28 rule out any sex-based role differentiation in the church? Why or why not? 


13. What are some reasons for Paul’s exclusion of women from the teaching office? 


14. Is it ever legitimate for general-office teachers to address a congregation in Lord’s Day worship? If so, is there any reason why women should not do so? Discuss. 


15. “In general, a woman may do in the church anything an unordained man may do.” Explain, evaluate. 


16. Is it legitimate for a woman to be a seminary professor? If so, should the ratio of men to women professors be equal? 

17. May a woman teach a Sunday School class to adults of both sexes? Argue from Scripture. 


18. “Clearly, then, although God has given to women a special role in the making of the home, he has not restricted women to this role.” Give biblical examples.

19. “Hiring decisions, therefore, may legitimately be based on abilities or disabilities that are sex-based, but not upon sex as such.” Evaluate, using biblical references. Should women be allowed to fill combat positions in the military? To serve in public office? 
Chapter 34: The Fifth Commandment: Equalities, Racial and Otherwise

Key Terms
Servant (in Scripture)
Slavery of war captives

Hebrew servant legislation

Greco-Roman slavery

Affirmative action

Prejudice
Racism

Sexism

Partiality

Oppressor groups

Victim groups

Discrimination

Freedom of association

Questions

1. “The problem is that as sinners we are prone to exaggerate the sameness of people or to exaggerate the differences.” Discuss, using examples. 


2. “The nations, therefore, are not equal in every respect, though individuals in those nations are all made in God’s image.” Is this position biblical? Discuss. 


3. Expound the biblical theme of God’s concern for all the nations of the world. 


4. Review the history of African-American slavery, segregation, and discrimination. 


5. Note provisions in the Mosaic law mandating kindness to slaves. 


6. Frame says of the Hebrew servant legislation, “this form of slavery, unlike others, is truly a benevolent institution.” Why? Should it be part of modern life? Discuss. 


7. “And Paul’s admonitions to masters call the very idea of slavery into question.” How? Discuss. 


8. “The lot of slaves in this system (the American south) was more degrading than in any of the three forms of slavery described earlier.” How? Describe this form of slavery. 


9. “The crime of modern slavery has never been adequately punished.” Explain, evaluate. What more should be done? Is affirmative action a legitimate remedy? 


10. What does Scripture say about prejudicial judgments? 


11. “People are innocent until proven guilty.” Is this a biblical principle? Discuss. Does it preclude testing of people to determine whether they are able to perform tasks? 


12. Is it ever legitimate to judge or evaluate people based on the groups to which they belong?  Make careful distinctions.  


13. “But, given the legitimacy of reasonable cautions, Christians ought to press the envelope, take risks, in bringing Christ to people.” Is this a biblical principle? Cite evidence. 

14. Distinguish different meanings of “racism” in current discourse. Do all of these represent something bad? Draw distinctions. 

15. “Although it is illegitimate for an oppressor-group to hate or resent an oppressed group, the reverse is legitimate.” Reply. 


16. Are some races “superior” and others “inferior?” Draw necessary distinctions. 


17. Is it ever right to say that people of one race are disproportionately involved in some social evil? Discuss. 


18. Is racial intermarriage wrong? Should races ever be separated from one another? 


19. Is it wrong to prefer to associate with people like yourself? Should churches be racially homogeneous, or should they seek a racial balance that reflects the community? Discuss. 


20. What are the obligations of churches to minority peoples in their neighborhoods? 


21. Is it ever right to discriminate among people according to race? Discuss. 


22. “But it is important for all Christians to remember that for us race and gender are secondary issues.” Evaluate. 


23. Should Reformed churches be concerned about the lack of minorities in their memberships? Why? 


24. Why have Reformed churches failed to attract members of minority groups? What can be done to change that? 


25. Present a “gospel motivation” to care for the disabled.   

Chapter 35: The Sixth Commandment

Key Terms
Physical life

Spiritual life

Eternal life

Death (similar distinctions)

Ratzach
Murder

Voluntary manslaughter

Involuntary manslaughter

Negligent homicide

Avenger of blood

Doctrine of carefulness

Righteous anger

Unrighteous anger
Questions

1. “The theological background of ‘you shall not murder’ is that God is the Lord of life.” Show this from Bible texts. 


2. “Some readers may be surprised to learn that a lack of cheerfulness violates the sixth commandment!” Does it? Discuss. 


3. Discuss the meaning of ratzach. How do the manslaughter texts help us here? How is the city-of-refuge provision appropriate to this crime? 

4. How does Jesus’ teaching relate to the doctrine of carefulness? 


5. Discuss the urgency of reconciliation in Scripture. 


6. “Note that Scripture requires that both the person charged with an offense and the one offended seek one another out.” Cite passages on both points. 


7. Show the relationship between the sixth commandment and the law of love. 


8. Does Matt. 5:38-42 forbid self-defense? Explain. 


9. What should we do when under physical attack? Discuss. 

Chapter 36: The Sixth Commandment: War and Punishment

Key Terms
Punishment
Deterrence

Reformation

Restitution

Restraint

Taxation

Retribution

Herem warfare
Just war theory
Just cause

Just intention

Last resort

Formal declaration

Proportionate means

Noncombatant immunity

Comparative justice

Probability of success

Good faith in treaties and agreements

Questions

1. “There is a strong tendency in contemporary society to outlaw the corporal punishment of children, declaring it to be child abuse. Christians should strongly resist this trend.” Discuss. 


2. “Deterrence and reformation, for example, push in rather different directions in their applications to specific crimes.” Explain.


3. “Retribution is, I think, the key to a unified understanding of punishment.” Explain, evaluate. 


4. “Just punishment presupposes Christian theism.” How? 


5. Why are there no prison terms as penalties in the Mosaic Law? Is it wise to have these as a major part of modern penology? Discuss. What are some alternatives available today? 


6. “I cannot say that imprisonment should never be used as a penalty.” Under what conditions does Frame think it should be used? Evaluate. 


7. “There should be no debate about the appropriateness of the capital penalty for murder.” Why? Evaluate. Discuss the chief objections to capital punishment today. 

8. Is it ever legitimate to try to advance the Christian faith by means of the sword? Cite biblical data. 


9. Discuss the teaching of Deut. 20 concerning war. Does either of the two types of war in this passage serve as a model for modern warfare? 


10. Describe and evaluate the pacifist position, noting especially its treatment of the OT. 


11. Summarize the church fathers’ position on war. 


12. “The strongest argument for pacifism, in my view, is that in a war one might easily be required to kill a fellow Christian believer on the other side.” Respond to that argument. 


13. Discuss the difference between Arthur Holmes and Harold Brown over the principle of just cause. 

14. Discuss issues over the application of other just war principles. 
15. “Basically, (Scripture) recognizes that war is hell and for the most part you just have to put everything into the war and end it quickly. The Bible is helpful in that it loosens things up. It doesn't require the ethicist to micro-manage how many weapons are used, etc.” Explain, evaluate. 

16. Discuss whether government should allow a principle of conscientious objection to particular wars. 

17. Is it ever legitimate for a nation (1) to use nuclear weapons? (2) to stockpile nuclear weapons as a deterrent to nuclear war? Discuss. 

Chapter 37: The Sixth Commandment: Protecting Life

Key Terms
Cases A and B

Live birth interpretation

Miscarriage interpretation

Later Kline interpretation

Genetic uniqueness

Death (three senses)

Uniform Declaration of Death Act

Brain death

Irreversible loss of function

Dying
Ordinary care

Extraordinary care

Euthanasia

Questions

1. “Since Scripture does not mention abortion, the church should not make any pronouncements about it.” Reply. 


2. List some interpretations of Ex. 21:22-25, and their relevance to the subject of abortion. 


3. According to Kline, why is there no statute in the Mosaic Law forbidding abortion as such? Evaluate. 


4. Discuss the bearing of Ps. 139:13-16 on abortion. Reply to the objection that this language might be anachronistic. 


5. Discuss the bearing of Ps. 51:5, Judg. 13:3-5, and Luke 1:35 on the personhood of the unborn child. 


6. What is the bearing of the “doctrine of carefulness” on the question of abortion? Discuss the hunting trip illustration. 


7. Is there scientific evidence that bears on the question of abortion? State clearly what that bearing is. Can this issue be resolved by science alone? 


8. Can abortion ever be justified? List and discuss some hard cases. What is our guiding principle in these matters? 


9. Discuss how our obligation to defend the weak and helpless bears on the abortion issue. 


10. What, according to Frame, is the main issue in the contemporary debate on abortion? How should Christians address that issue? 

11. “The element of mercy, I think, needs to be stressed far more than it has been in the pro-life movement.” Explain, evaluate. 

12. “The fact that heart and other organs can be “kept alive” indefinitely by artificial means despite brain death should not lead us to question in these cases whether the patient is truly dead.” Discuss. 

13. Discuss the distinction between killing and letting die. In what cases is the latter sinful? 


14. “So our principle must be this: we should never murder anyone, but neither should we prolong the process of dying.” How can we tell when a person is dying? Discuss. 


15. Are there any good reasons to withhold medical treatment? Discuss these. 


16. Frame: Quality of life “should not be made a standard of who shall live and who shall die.” Why? Evaluate. 


17. Evaluate the court decision to remove food and water from Terri Schiavo. 

18. What does Scripture say about suicide? How should we deal with people who express suicidal thoughts? Is it suicide to lay down your life for the sake of others? To refuse medical treatment? 


19. What position should the Christian take on the use of alcohol? Tobacco? Drugs? 


20. Do we have a moral obligation to observe a healthy diet and to exercise? What should be the priority of these concerns in the Christian life? 


21. Discuss the Christian’s responsibility to the natural environment. How does a biblical concern for the earth differ from secular environmentalism?


22. “The chief need of the environment is evangelism.“ Explain, evaluate. 

Chapter 38: The Seventh Commandment

Key Terms
Tin’af
Leave (Gen. 2:24)

Hold fast (Gen. 2:24)

Homosexual orientation

Bisexuals

Homosexual agenda

Incest

Pedophilia
Porneia

lust
Questions

1. “So the seventh commandment, like the others, actually covers all of life from its particular perspective.” How? Discuss. 

2. Formulate the triperspectival concept of marriage of Gen. 2:23-24. 


3. Show from Scripture that marriage is a covenant. Reply to someone who says that “marriage is just a piece of paper.” 


4. Describe parallels between the marriage covenant and God’s covenant with his people.


5. What is so bad about adultery? 


6. Discuss the legitimacy of (a) married clergy, (b) singleness, (c) sex within marriage, (d) arranged marriages, (e) marriages for love. 

7. Is polygamy a form of adultery? Should churches deny membership and sacraments to all polygamists? 


8. What does Scripture teach about prostitution? Discuss both literal prostitution and the metaphorical extensions of the concept. 


9. Discuss the passages of Scripture that refer most directly to homosexuality. What do these passages teach? 

10. What is so bad about homosexuality? Discuss Eph. 5:22-33 in this connection. 


11. What are some “pragmatic” reasons to avoid homosexuality? 

12. Is homosexual orientation sinful? Make necessarily distinctions. 

13. How should Christians respond to the homosexual agenda? 


14. Can homosexuality be “cured?” Discuss. 


15. What is the modern argument against incest? Is this the same as the biblical rationale? Discuss the latter. 


16. Why is pedophilia a greater problem today than it evidently was during biblical times? 

17. How should the Roman Catholic church deal with the epidemic of pedophilia among its priests? 


18. Does the prohibition of fornication in 1 Cor. 6:18 include all sex outside of marriage? Discuss. 


19. “Lust should not be confused with sexual desire, recognition of sexual attractiveness, imagining sexual relationships, or sexual temptation.” Explain, evaluate. What is it then? 

Chapter 39: The Seventh Commandment: Divorce and Remarriage

Key Terms
Porneia
Moicheia

Exceptive clause
Questions

1. “It should be evident that in the Bible marriage is a lifetime commitment.” Summarize the evidence for this statement. 


2. Why, then, does the Bible allow divorce in some circumstances? Is divorce ever obligatory?


3. Does forgiveness of an adulterous spouse require restoration of the marriage relationship? Discuss. 


4. Expound Deut. 24:1-4. Why is the first husband forbidden to remarry the wife he has once divorced? 


5. “I said that explicitly Deut. 24:1-4 neither encourages nor discourages divorce. But there is an anti-divorce subtext here.” Explain, evaluate. 


6. What do Matt. 5:31-32, Mark 10:2-12, Luke 16:18, Matt. 19:3-9 teach about divorce and remarriage? 


7. What is the force of the exceptive clause in Matt. 19:9? What is the relationship between “sexual immorality” (porneia) and “adultery” (moicheia)?


8. Is remarriage permitted to the innocent party following divorce for adultery? For the guilty party? 


9. What does 1 Cor. 7:12-14 teach about marriages between a believer and an unbeliever? 


10. Expound the teaching of 1 Cor. 7:15. Does it ever allow believers to file divorce papers against their unbelieving spouses? Does it apply in any way to two believing spouses? 


11. How should the church deal with cases of spouse abuse? Is it a ground of divorce? 


12. “Although we (with the WCF) speak of ‘desertion’ as the action taken by the unbeliever in 1 Cor. 7:15, what Paul actually speaks of there is divorce, whether official or unofficial.” Explain, evaluate. 


13. Disagreeing somewhat with the PCA Report, Frame says, “What is needed is a focus on the question of whether the unbeliever makes a credible claim to upholding his marital vows.” Explain, evaluate. 

Chapter 40: The Seventh Commandment: Reproduction
Key Terms
Birth control

Rhythm method

Artificial insemination by husband (AIH)

Artificial insemination by donor (AID)

Surrogate motherhood (SM)

In vitro fertilization (IVF)

Playing God

Stem cells

Pluripotent stem cells

Cloning 

Questions

1. State and evaluate the natural law argument against birth control. 


2. “Certainly at least there is a large biblical presumption in favor of having children.” Expound the texts that lead to this conclusion.


3. “It may seem that limiting conception amounts to (1) disobedience to God’s command, (2) rejection of a divine blessing, and (3) rejection of a means to fulfill God’s purposes.” Respond to the argument in each case. 

4. “Is it, then, possible, that God may call some people to be married, but not to have the maximum number of children they can have?” Reply, referring to 1 Cor. 7. 


5. “People today sometimes justify birth control as a means to slow or stop the ‘overpopulation’ of the earth.” Reply. 


6. Are any methods of birth control ruled out by biblical principles? Which? Why? 

7. Evaluate artificial insemination by donor, surrogate motherhood, and in vitro fertilization, on biblical principles. Are AID and/or SM adulterous? 


8. Is genetic engineering “playing God?” Why or why not? Make necessary distinctions. 

9. Formulate and discuss biblical principles relevant to genetic issues.

10. Frame: “In general, then, it seems to me that there are no ethical issues in genetic procedures that do not also arise in other medical contexts.” Explain, evaluate. 


11. What biblical principles apply to stem cell research? Evaluate the Bush administration policy in this regard. 


12. Discuss arguments for and against cloning. What do you think? 

Chapter 41: The Eighth Commandment

Key Terms
Private property

Work ethic

Intellectual property
Tithing

Questions

1. “Scripture endorses the concept of private property, always with the proviso that God is the ultimate owner of creation and the one who has the ultimate authority over it.” Explain, evaluate. 

2. Expound texts of Scripture that establish a work-ethic. 


3. List some biblically defined forms of theft, both literal and metaphorical. 


4. Is it legitimate to steal in order to satisfy one’s hunger? 


5. Is copyright a moral law? Discuss. 


6. Formulate and evaluate Frame’s view of copyright. 


7. Is the tithe binding on new covenant Christians? Discuss. 


8. Does Scripture designate a maximum or minimum amount of government taxation? Does it ever declare some taxation to be oppressive? Discuss. 


9. Should we withhold tax money that the government uses for ungodly purposes? Discuss. 


10. Are Christians obligated to boycott firms that are engaged in ungodly activities? 


11. Cite and discuss biblical passages that advocate financial responsibility. 


12. Discuss and evaluate arguments against gambling. Are there any situations in which gambling could be legitimate? 

Chapter 42: The Eighth Commandment: Wealth and Poverty

Key Terms
Contentment
Seventh-year release

Kinsman-redeemer

Interest-free charitable loans

Usury

Gleaning

Massive sharing

Hospitality
Questions

1. “On the whole, Scripture has a favorable attitude toward wealth.” Evaluate, citing some texts and principles. 

2. “Nevertheless, many Bible passages present wealth as a snare.” Give some examples. 


3. “The biblical ideal is certainly not that we all become poor.” What is it, then? Discuss. 


4. “Scripture also exhorts the rich to generosity.” List some passages in this connection. 


5. “One of the most pervasive teachings of Scripture is that we should care for the poor.” Mention some significant passages. 


6. Who are the poor in Scripture? Distinguish the poor from the lazy. 


7. Is it true that “God is on the side of the poor?” Discuss. 


8. Is the care of the poor justice, mercy, or both? Discuss. 


9. Enumerate some ways in which Scripture deals with poverty in the covenant community. How many of these might be applied today in some form? 


10. Does Scripture oppose usury? Make appropriate distinctions. 


11. In what sense did the early Christians “hold everything in common?” Was this an early form of socialism or communism? 


12. What is the Christian’s obligation concerning world poverty, beyond the church? 


13. Discuss some possible causes and remedies for world poverty. Do wealthy nations cause poverty elsewhere? 

14. Should government take any responsibility at all for the welfare of the poor? Discuss.


15. “In effect, then, for Marxism, the state replaces God as the ultimate owner and controller of the world. This view falls under the biblical description of idolatry.” Explain and evaluate. 


16. Is socialism more efficient at alleviating poverty than capitalism? Is it more compassionate? Discuss. 


17. “If I believed that a left-liberal government program would improve the condition of the poor, that would go a long way toward persuading me to vote left-liberal.” Comment. 


18. Discuss causes and remedies for homelessness.  

Chapter 43: The Ninth Commandment

Key Terms

witness
lie

neighbor

intrusion

Internet gurus

Gossip

Slander

Questions

1. “The context (of the ninth commandment) is that of legal testimony.” What are the implications of this fact for the application of the commandment? 


2. The ninth commandment “promotes a general concern for truthfulness within the covenant community.” Expound biblical teaching about “lying.”


3. “Witness is not only what we say, but what we are.” Explain, evaluate. 


4. Is every untrue statement a lie? If not, cite counterexamples. 


5. Is everyone our neighbor according to Scripture? How does the parable of the Good Samaritan bear on this question? 

6. List some passages in which deception is implicitly or explicitly commended. Do these passages justify the use of untruths? Evaluate Murray’s explanations. 


7. Discuss the views of untruth advocated by Hodge and Kline. 


8. Frame: “So we have no obligation to tell the truth to people who, for example, seek innocent life.” Why not? Explain, evaluate. 


9. Frame: “(Scripture) insists that when someone is accused of wrongdoing, the burden of proof is on the accuser: ‘innocent until proven guilty.’” Evaluate. 


10. “Paul urges those who would confront others at the same time to confront themselves.” Discuss implications. 

11. “Further, Christians have often attacked one another with a total neglect of biblical standards of evidence.” Cite some examples. 

12. Discuss the bearing of church discipline on the application of the ninth commandment. 

Chapter 44: The Tenth Commandment

Key Terms
Coveting

Envy

Ressentiment

Spontaneous desire

Titillatio
Making a plan to achieve the desire

The deed
Questions

1. “The tenth commandment focuses all the commandments upon the heart.” Discuss. 


2. “The Bible does not condemn all human desires, as does Buddhism.” What kinds of desires are legitimate according to Scripture? 


3. Describe Douma’s four-stage process of desire and the place of coveting within that structure. How does he differ with Lettinga? 


4. Why does Douma deny that coveting is a purely private sin? 


5. Frame: “The relevant thought here is not the thought of a candy bar, but the thought of stealing one.” Explain, evaluate.


6. Summarize the broad and narrow meanings of the Ten Commandments. 

